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Definition:  Life lease is a special kind of real estate deed, usually called a “bond” or “indenture” and 
usually written in mortgage format, whereby someone receives a homestead in exchange for providing 
care & support for the previous owner for the rest of his/her/their “natural life.” Most commonly it is an 
agreement between father and son.

Valuable Resource:   Some life leases reveal not only crops & produce of the farm but also the quantities. 

Date Range:  For house in Amherst, the earliest life-lease deed I found was in 1783; the latest in 1882.

Contemporary Addresses in this document:  29 Austin Rd; 100 Baboosic Lake Rd; 118 Boston Post Rd; 
54 Brook Rd; 89 Chestnut Hill Rd; 41 Courthouse Rd; 24 Cricket Corner Rd; 9 Eaton Rd; 23 Green Rd; 
155 Hollis Rd (vicinity); 106 Horace Greeley Rd; 114 Horace Greeley Rd; 10 Old Manchester Rd; 
23 Old Manchester Rd; 54 Old Manchester Rd; 102 Ponemah Rd; 302 & 304 Route 101; 348 Route 101; 
57 Seaverns Bridge Rd; 94 Seaverns Bridge Rd; 44 Stearns Rd; 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1; 
30 Thornton Ferry Rd 2; 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 2;  20 Walnut Hill Rd; 27 Walnut Hill Rd.

Note:  For beginning history of most of these houses, 
see “Dating Old Houses in Amherst, N.H.:  TOWN (outside of Village)”, 

listed on HSANH.org home page as “history briefs of Amherst’s oldest houses outside the Village”.

INDEX / Table of Contents:
   sorted alphabetically by person(s) receiving property in exchange for support of prior owner

(See below for transcriptions/abstracts of actual deeds, sorted chronologically.)

Bell James (1792-1864) to support his first mother-in-law, widow Nancy Barnett. Bell ended the deal 
early, in 1831, and sold the homestead.

1826 – 348 Route 101, Farm Partly in Bedford:  150a (deeds 146:367 & 368, $1000)
(1858 map:  T, Hartshorn; Tim called it Hillside Farm.)

Bills Freeman C. (b. 1824) to support his father Jabez Bills (1793-1857) & wife Lucy (1804-1882):
in exchange for Father allowing Son use of all buildings on farm, the Son to provide half of all the produce & 
income of farm & stock to Father.

1857 – Farm Partly in Mont Vernon:  75a (Covenant in style of Life Lease, deed 314:78)
(1858 map:  J. Bills ?)

Blunt David Webster (1795-1868) to support his father John Blunt (1756-1836), feltmaker = hatter, & 
mother Sarah in one room, and maintain his sister Sophia until age 18.

1817 – 102 Ponemah Road:  2a 32pole homestead + 30a (deed 114:192)
(1858 map:  G. Danforth)

Bout(w)ell Joseph 3d (1757-1840, oldest son, b. Amherst, d. Reading; m. 1778), cordwainer, to support 
his father Kendall Boutwell (1736-1820), gentleman, 
and allow Father “to husband and improve” the farm for the rest of his life and Father to “keep the profits thereof.” 

1790 – 30 Thornton Ferry Rd 2 (Souhegan River Farm):  85a farm with bldgs + 10a parcel  
(deeds 26:113 & 26:116)
(1858 map:  D. Cram; burned 1922) 
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Brown Robert, laborer, (in consideration of filial affection) to allow parents William Brown Jr., laborer, &
wife Tabitha with their children to: 

“have quiet and peaceable possession” of premises &  household furniture; also use of farming tools, sheep,
and swine “as far as necessary for the cultivation of the land;” and Wm & Tabitha in return “agree that Robert shall 
enjoy a quiet & peaceable home with them” whenever he pleases; and they will “take due care” of land, buildings & 
stocks & farming utensils & household furniture (which formerly belonged to Wm & Tabitha but now all belong to 
Robert).

1823 – (Road Amherst to Merrimack):  2a owned by Tabitha since 1810 (deeds 136:623, $100, 
& indenture on 136:624)

Brown William Jr., laborer turned husbandman, to let his father William Brown continue living in same 
house while farming the land (“be improved according to rules of good husbandry”).

1803 – 12 acres with a house on same (deed 60:253)

Burtt Edwin R. to support Luther Melendy (1793-1883) & wife Lucinda Melendy (1800-1883):
In Feb. 1882, Edwin R. Burtt (d. 13 Feb. 1884, aged 55; buried in Wilton) acquired 118 BPR along with 

most of the furnishings in exchange for a life lease for Luther & Lucinda Melendy (executed as a mortgage of equal 
value with the nominal sale price of $1600), promising to provide the aged couple a room with heat, food, domestic 
wants, and nursing when sick. The mortgage was discharged by the Melendy estate's administrator, the conditions 
having been faithfully fulfilled, but Burtt didn't live long enough to really enjoy it. “The Luther Melendy place has 
been vacant since the death of E. R. Burtt,” reported the local newspaper, Farmers' Cabinet, on 9 July 1886. 

1882 – 118 Boston Post Road in Village (built 1832 by George Kinson) (deed 461:413)
(1858 map:  C. B. Tuttle) 

Duncklee Abel (d. 1867), yeoman, to support father Thaddeus Duncklee (b. 1753), husbandman, & wife: 
Abel shall faithfully husband the farm to the best advantage.  Besides providing necessities, Abel was to :

- bring into Thaddeus yearly half of the produce of the farm viz the rice, corn & other kinds of grain, the corn to be 
carried into the house, one half of all the same to be carried into Thad's cellar; and half of the cider & winter apples; 
- keep 3 cows, one horse, and 6 sheep for Thad's use summer & winter; 
- grant to Thad the privilege of a convenient spot of ground for a garden where he may choose. 

1799 – N part of Amherst (Chestnut Hills) and partly in New Boston (deeds 47:514; 49:28a & 
28b)

Ellenwood John (1777-1856), son, and Dimon(d) Warren (c.1779-1857), son-in-law, to support Ebenezer 
Ellenwood (3d, c.1749-1828):

Father & widow retained the easterly half of the [old] house & “privilege of east door yard one rod wide as 
far as the house extends” as well as the old barn. John & Dimond each promised to let Ebenezer use one third of 
their pasture land; and to pay/deliver to Ebenezer one-third of the hay, grain, beans, potatoes, cyder and apples 
produced on their separate portions of the homestead. Agreements ended 1807/8. John retained his real estate with 
house he recently built at 54 OMRd, whereas Dimond and Ebenezer each moved to new location.

1806 – 54 Old Manchester Rd & former adjacent (on south side) house owned & occupied by
Ebenezer Ellenwood 1778-1808 (which disappeared before 1858 map) (deeds 70:452 & 453)

(1858 map:  S. Dow is new house built c. 1800 by Ellenwood Son at 54 Manchester Rd)

Ellenwood Ralph (b. abt 1758 in Souhegan West; m. Jan. 1784 Susannah Prince; d. 1836 in Vermont), husband-
man, to live with & support his father Ebenezer Ellenwood (Jr., 1719-c.1791), brickler, 

allowing Father to “still hold the west room & end of the house as also liberty to enter the front door & free 
passage up & down the chamber & cellar stairs as also the use of the west chamber [bedroom] & caller under the 
west end of the house”; and the Son to “carry on & husband the farm in a prudent manner at his own cost & charge 
by sowing, reaping & gathering all kinds of hay, corn & other produce …  & deliver one half thereof” to Father.

1783 – 41 Courthouse Road (Land in South Part of Amherst Village) (deed 9:439)
(1858 map:  H[iram] D. Stearns)
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Gardner George B., blacksmith, to provide for Priscilla Gardner (nee Woodbury, 1766-1848), widow; 
Sarah Woodbury, single woman; and Mary Woodbury, single woman, giving them half the harvested crops

1838 – 24 Cricket Corner Road (Nathaniel Woodbury (100 acres) + Usher (30 acres) farm) 
(deed 226:130, $2400)
(1858 map:  M. Merrill)

Gil(l)more sons/brothers to support parents James Gillmore Sr., gentleman, & wife Rebecca:
(1) Gillmore Thomas, farmer, received half of the homestead (i.e., half of the land and half of the 
buildings, valued $1000, for $300) in exchange for running the whole farm and providing his parents half 
of all the farm produce (including corn, rye, wheat, oats, cider apples and “sauce of all kind”, and hay).

1796 – 94 Seaverns Bridge Road (170a farm partly in Amherst & partly in Merrimack (deeds 
40:105 & 40:106; arrangement ended May 1797)

(2) Gillmore James Jr. took over same half ownership of farm & house, & support agreement for parents.
1797 – 94 Seaverns Bridge Road (170a farm partly in Amherst & partly in Merrimack (deeds 

43:391; 43:394)
(3) Gil(l)more Jesse received homestead in exchange for supporting parents, James Gillmore Sr., 
gentleman, and his wife Rebecca, and allowing them to occupy half of the house, and also paying $100 to
married daughter/sister & father’s debts.

1811 – 94 Seaverns Bridge Road (deed 90:371)
(1858 map:  A. B. Woodard)

Green Amos Jr. (1776-1860) to support his father Amos Green (Sr., b. 1740 in Reading), allowing Pa to 
“make use of any part of the dwelling house, cellar, barn or out houses” and including son’s payment of pa’s poll 
tax; and also to provide specified support for his unmarried sister Betsey in exchange for her labor, and provide 
certain bequests for/to Hannah and Amos Upham, children of Amos Upham and late wife nee Green.

1805 – 23 Green Road, 77-acre homestead farm for $2000 (deeds 69:58; 71:245; 71:247)
(1858 map:  A. Green)

Hanson Hannah E. (Boynton) (1835-1909) to support Wm Brown (1792-1882), step-father:
 Wm Brown is to live in the house & family of the Hansons as he has done for several years past. Hannah 

shall occupy the premises & support & care for Wm Brown in a kind & appropriate way, providing food, clothing, 
nursing & physician, lodging & everything necessary for his comfort & convenience during [the rest of] his life. She
will pay all his funeral & burial expenses; she will pay the taxes & insurance, manage the farm in a prudent & 
husband-like manner. 

1877 – 114 Horace Greeley Road: 142a taxed by Amh (farm partly in Amherst & partly in 
Bedford) (deeds 435:364; 437:226; see also Wm Brown’s Last Will dated 1864, proved 
1882, Probate)
(1858 map:  W. Brown / Birth Place of Hon. H[orace] Greeley)

Hartshorn Timothy (1793-1868; called “Jr.”), yeoman, to support his father John Hartshorn (1744-1830):
Father retained use of half of the dwelling house, “with a privilege or liberty to the well of water as usual,” 

with Son to furnish “as much good firewood as he may need, brought to his door, cut, split & ready for use.
Son further promised to to carry on & cultivate said farm in a good and husbandlike manner and to deliver to Father 
yearly half of the farm’s produce (hay excepted) and to furnish Father with half the cyder (except if no more than 20 
barrels were made, then Father is to get but 10 barrels); to keep 2 cows & 6 sheep for Father, “their lambs to be kept 
till the fall”; and to provide a horse for Father’s use whenever he felt like it.

1817 – 29 Austin Road:  60a + 24a (deeds 115:4/6)
(1858 map: T. B. Parker)

Harvell sons (different generations) to support fathers: 
(1) Harvell Joseph (1774-1853; m1 1804) to support father John (Jr., 1736-1821) & “his present wife” 
[Rebeckah nee Perham (d. 1804)]

1803 – 89 Chestnut Hill Rd:  45a (deeds 60:249 & 250, bond conditions not specified; $2000)
(2) Harvell Thomas M. (1819-1889; m. 1843) to support father Joseph (1774-1853) & his wife Agness 
(aka “Nancy” nee McKinney) 
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1849 – 89 Chestnut Hill Rd:  homestead + other parcels (deeds 252:432 & 252:434, $1000)
(1858 map: Capt. T. M. Harvill)

Hildreth Jotham (m. Oct. 1826; d. 1868), to support & maintain his parents, Samuel Hildreth (1773-1837; 
m. 1802) & Betsey nee Prince (1783-1869), by providing them “suitable meats [meaning food in general],
drink [“not to extend to spirits of any kind unless ordered with medicine”], clothing, washing, mending, 
lodging, medicine and doctoring … furnished at the house of said Jotham”.  Note:  From 1815-1827, the 
farm with its buildings had technically been owned (deed 106:209) by James Prince (1794-1852; m. 
1826), younger brother of Betsey, but probably occupied by Samuel Hildreth (per For Sale advert).

1827 – farm “on road leading from Amherst to Bedford” (Route 101, west side, just south of 
junction with south end of Old Manchester Rd):  80a  ($1000, deeds 153:29 & 30)
(1858 map: S. Seavey; gone)

Howard Henry (1788-1871), cordwainer, to support father-in-law William Odell Jr. (1752-1829), 
husbandman=farmer, & wife Susannah (d. 1831). (Bond obligations not spelled out in deed.)

1812 – 27 Walnut Hill Road: 100a farm with bldgs  ($1200, deeds 95:342 & 95:344)
(1858 map:  R. Howard)

Howard Rodney (1817-1909) to support parents, Henry Howard (1788-1871) & Polly nee Odell, & 3 
sisters until age 16.  Son’s obligations included: to pay each of 8 siblings $25 in 3 years; allow Parents to continue 
living in the house; pay Father $10 per year and then widowed Mother $5 per year; welcome visitors and friends of 
Parents; and provide Parents with a horse & carriage.

1840 – 27 Walnut Hill Road:  homestead farm & all livestock and farming tools and 
Congregational Meetinghouse gallery pew (deed 205:113, nominally for $2500; bond 205:115)

(1858 map:  R. Howard; 1858 tax invoice = 128 acres)

Jewett Joseph Jr., yeoman, to support father, Joseph Jewett Sr.:  unusual arrangement – with Town.
1822 – Baboosic Lake Road (deed 135:103,  Joseph Jewett, Jr., of Amherst NH, yeoman, to John 

Secomb, of Amherst NH, gentleman as selectman, for $400).

Kidder Abner C. (1810-1864) of Boston, merchant, to rent farm back to parents Sampson Kidder (1765-
1834) & Jane nee Chase: for 10 cents annual rent and allow parents to take from the premises firewood to heat 
their home and timber to repair the buildings

1834 – future Minot Blood House (so called on 1858 map) on east end, north side of Cross Rd-
Windsor Drive: 75-acre homestead + 20a (for $1000) (deeds 178:432 and 433).
(1858 map:  M. Blood; 1858 tax invoice = 70 acres; gone)

Kimball Jacob of Middleton, Essex, Mass. to allow Ebenezer Kimball of Amherst, yeoman, & present 
wife Elizabeth to continue to reside & farm there for $1 annual lease fee

1801 – Route 101 (between Schoolhouse Rd on west and Old Coach Road on east) = Eastern
Part of Amherst:  100-acre homestead farm comprised of parts of 60a 1st Div Lot 49 + 
45a 3d Div lot 104 + 27a 3d Div lot 112 minus mills (deed 52:525)
(Probably:  1858 map:  Mrs. Kimball.  Howard Locke said for T154: “The old house which stood 
was removed or torn down about 1890 and was an inn kept by N. P. Kimball.”)

Lovejoy William H. (1799-1874; m1 1827) to support father, Jonathan Lovejoy (1762-1843) & 
wife/widow Olive & permit them to occupy “the old house” (302 Rte 101 = 2 Schoolhouse Rd):   

Son was obligated to give Parents half of the produce raised on the farm, of which the grain was to be 
already threshed and cleaned, corn in the ear, potatoes dug and put into the cellar, cider put in casks and into the 
cellar; except for hops raised on the farm, of which one third was to be delivered to Father “in the bag in 
merchantable order”; and Son was to keep and tend well “two cows, two young creatures and four sheep, both 
summer and winter” for his parents’ sole benefit.

1827 – 302 / 304 Route 101 (houses at corner with Schoolhouse Road): 150a homestead & 
farming tools & livestock (deeds 153:46, $2000; 48-51)
(1858 map:  E. S. Gutterson for 302 and J. Avery for 304. Note:  302 and 304 Route 101 lots were 
split into separate lots in 1854. The house at 304 Rte 101 was moved in 1989 to 7 Saddle Hill Rd.)
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Lowe Cyrus (1818-1903) to support parents David Lowe (1785-1867) & Betsey (Damon) Lowe (1789-
1881), and pay legacies to brothers & sisters:

Son’s obligations included to let Parents “have the exclusive use and occupation of the easterly front room 
in the house with a privilege of going to and from the same by the most convenient way”; in addition to providing 
usual food, drink, clothing and medical care, and firewood ready for use, Son “shall keep upon said farm a quiet 
steady horse and a suitable carriage to ride in and permit David and Betsey to have said horse and carriage on 
Sabbath days to go to meeting with as often as they shall request it and also to go on short journies with [Son] 
harnessing said horse and carriage for them when thereto requested.” Agreement ended 1850.

1841 – 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1: 75a farm lying on both sides of road (deeds 210:306 & 217:11)
(1858 map:  D. Low on northerly side of road)

Lowe Newton (1823-1891), brother of Cyrus, to take over support of parents David & Betsey Lowe
1850 – 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1 (house/home of parents) & 35 ThFRd1 (house/home of 

Newton & family) on same 100a farm (deeds 259:211 Cyrus to Newton; & 260:180 
Newton to David) 
(1858 map:  D. Low on northerly side of road, and N. Low opposite on southerly side of road)

Nichols sons/brothers John & Henry & George to support father Joseph Nichols, farmer
Note: The 1822 bond (deed 142:8) is particularly interesting for the different kinds of agricultural crops and
the amounts Son is to provide for Father.
1807 & 1822 – 106 Horace Greeley Road: 100a (NE Corner of Amherst) (deed 77:60, 1807) 

(1858 map:  A. Steele)

Odell Pliny F. (1830-1912) to support John Hartwell Hildreth (1808-1893, unmarried) 
& permit him to occupy south part of farm & west part of barn & exclusive use & occupancy of south end of kitchen
(SE corner) and chamber directly over it ...

1866 – 23 Old Manchester Road (“Journey’s End”):  65 acres (deed 364:200; $2000)
(1858 map:  J. H. Hildreth; 1858 tax invoice= 96 acres)

Parker Charles S. (1843-1926) to support parents Thomas B. Parker (1810-1892) & Mary H. Parker 
& permit them to occupy separate room for themselves

1869 – 29 Austin Road: 100a (deeds 381:161, $2500; 162)
(1858 map:  T. B. Parker)

Peacock Ezra W. (b. 1818), yeoman, to support parents William Peacock (Jr., 1773-1846), yeoman, & 
Huldah Peacock nee Hood (1775-1861) and permit them to occupy a separate room for themselves

1841 – ‘155’ (or vicinity) Hollis Road:  40a homestead + other parcels (4 deeds:  213:206, 
213:208, 213:209, 213:210; $2000) 
(1858 map: E. W. Peacock, west side of road, near Hollis townline)

Peacock William “Jr.” (3rd, 1793-1887) of Milford to lease back farm to father William Peacock (Jr., 
1773-1846), yeoman, for annual rent of 1 cent, who will carry on farm in husbandlike manner

1830 – Hollis Road not far from Hollis townline (130a) (deeds 165:229 and 165:230; $1500)
Comment by Katrina Holman (Sep. 2021):  This life lease is rather different from the typical whereby Pa 

essentially gives Son the farm in exchange for Son carrying on the farm and providing for and taking care of parents 
for the rest of their lives. In this case, the Son (William Peacock 3d b. 1793, called Jr. in deed), who resides in 
another town, fully pays for Pa’s farm (and the consideration appears to be market value), but Pa (William Peacock 
Jr. b. 1773, the senior in this deed) has sold it to Son on the condition that Son allow Pa to continue to occupy and 
carry on the farm for annual rent of one cent for the rest of Pa’s life. There are no conditions regarding care for Pa in
case of health disability; and there is no mention of Ma.  Ma did not sign the deed selling the homestead, so 
presumably her dower rights are retained, should her husband, Pa, predecease her.
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Phelps Samuel, 2nd son (m. 1795), husbandman/yeoman, to support father Nathan Phelps (b. 1734), 
yeoman

1797 – 9 Eaton Road ($1000; deed 47:15; 71:83)
Phelps Jonathan, eldest son, husbandman of Milford, to support father Nathan Phelps “Sr.”, husbandman 

1797 – 9 Eaton Road (deed 47:21)
(1858 map:  A. Phelps)

Shannon William, yeoman, to support father Andrew Shannon (d. 1814), yeoman, & wife Lydia
1799 – 100 Baboosic Lake Road: farm (100a-13.5a) near Baboosic Lake, lying SW off its 

southern end (deed 49:59, $1000; 49:288). (However, in 1802, Pa Shannon sold 90a farm 
to Jacob Smith.)
(1858 map:  J. T. Wright)

Stearns Reuben (d. 1842 aged 73), yeoman, to support Ebenezer Ellenwood (3d, 1749-1828), yeoman, 
allowing him to remain in the western half of his house.

Stearns promised to give to Ellenwood half of the Pasturage; half of the hay, and half of all the “grain, 
potatoes, sauces, flax, apples & cyder, &c” which are raised on said farm”; and “a privilege of half the hog pen, 
wood house & barn.” The commitments for support included that Stearns would “do or cause to be done all 
Ellenwood’s mending, washing & the making of his cloaths & also to cook all his victuals in good order.” “Also 
Stearns further agrees to pay John Warren, the grandson of Ellenwood, $100 when John shall arrive at the age of 21 
years but if he should decease before said age, then in that case Stearns shall pay the sum to Phebe Warren, John’s 
own Mother.” 

1818 – 54 Brook Road:  200a ($2000; deeds 121:374 & 121:375 & 121:377)
(1858 map:  A. Stevens)

Waugh Joseph, yeoman, to support [Deacon] John Seaton (1756-1836) & wife Rebecca (nee Kendall, 
1763-1839; married 1787) by “carry[ing] on farm in a good & husbandlike manner; pay[ing] all taxes and 
mak[ing] all necessary repairs at Joseph's own expense; deliver[ing] to John & Rebecca  2/5 of all the produce 
growing on premises year by year except the hay, including 2/5 of the pork and beef and 1/5 of butter and cheese so 
long as John & Rebecca keep a cow, and when they shall not keep a cow, then said John & Rebecca to have 2/5 of 
butter & cheese make on said farm; likewise Joseph shall keep for John & Rebecca 1 horse, 1 cow & 1 sheep 
summer & winter and tend the same when John is not able to tend them himself, John & Rebecca paying taxes for 
said horse, cow, and sheep, Joseph paying for the shoeing of the horse ...”

1831 – 10 Old Manchester Rd:  75a (deeds include bond 165:617)
(1858 map:  A. Noyes)

Note: Joseph Waugh, when he was a resident of Deering, was married first in 1824 to Sarah H. Kendall, 
who probably was a relative (perhaps a niece) of Mrs. Seaton; Sarah died in March 1830 in Amherst and Joseph 
Waugh remarried in April 1931 to second wife Fanny Dow of Stoddard. Waugh’s life-lease arrangement with John 
& Rebecca Seaton, which began in March 1831, came to end in January 1833, when Waugh sold his half share of 
the 75a farm back to John Seaton for $800 (deed 172:108), the same amount he had paid in March 1831. Waugh 
would go on to become superintendent of Amherst Poor Farm at least 4 years, 1835-'9. Joseph Waugh died 1871 in 
Minnesota.

Wheeler John N., cordwainer, to support father Timothy Wheeler, carpenter, & allow him use of half farm
1817 – 12 Broadway? at/on Baboosic Pond=Lake:  80a (deeds 114:459/460; $650-$450)

(1858 map:  J. N. Wheeler)

Whiting Benj. B. (1813-1885; m1 1843), yeoman, to support parents Nathaniel Whiting (1779-1843), 
yeoman, & Nancy (1789-1858) by allowing them the east part of the house and paying Nathaniel $12 per year & 
if Nancy outlives him she is to receive $4 a year; & supporting 4 siblings when sick not exceeding 5 weeks at a time.

1840 – 20 Walnut Hill Road:  77.5a +2a meadowland (deeds 205:96, 98, 100; $2000)
(1858 map:  B. Whiting)
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Woodward Alfred A. (1816-1894) to support parents Isaac Woodward (c.1788-1861) & Mary/Polly (nee 
Melendy, 1795-1886), and in lieu of backpay for Alfred’s prior 10 years’ labor and his wife’s prior 5 years’ labor.
 1847 – 57 Seaverns Bridge Road:  71a farm +10a in Mmk + 17a in Amherst + 10a partly in 
Amh & partly in Hollis  (deed 242:30, nominally $2000; bond 241:402)

(1858 map:  E. Merrill)

Wright Charles F. (1826-1900) to support parents Francis Wright (1798-1883) & Lucy (d. 1875 aged 82) 
– providing them with food, drink, clothes, medical care as needed, and when the end came, would give them a 
decent burial and erect a suitable grave monument – and in exchange Son would inherit the farm.

1873 – 44 Stearns Road (Souhegan River Farm, south part of Amherst): 120a (bond 471:5)
(1858 map:  F. Wright)

[continues on next page with deed transcriptions]
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REVISION STATUS:  2022 Oct added:  57 & 94 Seaverns Bridge Rd. 2023 June added:  34/35 ThFRd1 .
2024 Feb added: Wm Peacock 1830 & 1841 on Hollis Rd; 1812 for 27 Walnut Hill Rd; 54 Brook Rd; 44 Stearns Rd.
2024 Oct added:  23 Green Road – 1805; 9 Eaton Road – 1797.  
2025 Aug added: Hildreth-Seavey farm – 1827; 348 Route 101 (later called Hillside Farm) – 1826.

LIFE LEASE DEEDS – Amherst, N.H.
Note:  Largely in chronological order.  Use Index above for names.

1783 – 41 Courthouse Road (Land in South Part of Amherst Village):  
Ralph Ellenwood to support father Ebenezer Ellenwood

(1858 map:  Hiram D. Stearns)

1783 July 7 Deed & Life Lease  (Hillsborough County 9:439):  EBENEZER ELLENWOOD of Amherst, brickler,
conveyed to his son RALPH ELLENWOOD of Amherst, husbandman, for & in consideration of the several 
covenants matters & thinks to be done & performed by his son Ralph and also for the sum of 5 shillings, 4 parcels of
land in Amherst, N.H., “all of which premises lands buildings & improvements on the same I have been for many 
years seized & possessed of taking the profits”:
1) Farm or homestead “on which I now dwell”, containing 65 acres, bounded – 
southerly by land owned by Joshua Atherton & Samuel Dana;
westerly by Dana’s land;
northerly and easterly by Rolandson Ellenwood’s land & others.
2) Small piece of land containing about 35 acres which I purchased of Samuel Tarbox; see deed for description.
3) About 16 acres of land which I purchased of Simeon Fletcher; see deed for description.
4) Small piece of land containing about 2 acres layed out to me as a 4 th division lot & takes the clay yard by John 
Tuck’s SW corner.
PROVIDED always that this deed of sale is upon [the following] express CONDITIONS & EXCEPTIONS:
I Ebenezer Ellenwood shall still hold the west room & end of the house I now dwell in as also liberty to enter the 
front door & free passage up & down the chamber & celler stairs as also the use of the west chamber & celler 
under the said west end of the house for my use during my natural life; all the remaining part of the house & other 
buildings & so forth to be the property of Ralph Ellenwood.
And Ralph Ellenwood shall live with me Ebenezer for my help aid & assistance & carry on & husband the farm in a 
prudent manner at his own cost & charge by sowing reaping & gathering all kinds of hay corn & other produce 
hereafter to grow on said lands & at all times hereafter deliver one half thereof to me or my order on demand well 
saved either in the house barn or celler according to the nature & quality of such articles; 
and if in case I shall survive my son, his heirs … shall in all cases relating the premises have all the benefits 
advantages & privileges as Ralph would under the same conditions. 
And as I have given to my other children what of my Estate I intend to do excepting som[e] trifel of household 
furniture which I shall still keep possession of, I do hereby give to my said son all my farming utensils without doors
[i.e., outside] & stock of cattle to be used by him & improved in carrying on the farm for our mutual support during 
my life as aforesaid & then to be his in fee forever.  His mother’s thirds only excepted which at her decease he is to 
have in fee as well as the other land.
It is also further conditioned that Ralph Ellenwood shall constantly find a sufficiency of firewood ready cutt at the 
door for my use & a horse for me to ride which I shall have occation during my life.
On failure of Ralph’s performing or any [other person] perform under him the articles matters & things herein 
contained according to the true intent meaning thereof, then in such case the foregoing conveying part of this 
instrument to be void.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. [Note: Wife did NOT sign as she was NOT relinquishing dower right.] Witnessed: 
Hannah her X mark Miller, Moses Nichols (JP & Register). Acknowledged & recorded:  16 July 1783. 
[Deed/life lease transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, August 2018. ]

According to Jackie Marshall’s genealogy, 
Joseph Ellenwood (b. 1723 in Beverly; d. after 1773 and bef 1786 in Lyndeborough), son of Ebenezer & Esther, and 
second wife, Sarah, had 10 children born in Souhegan West/Amherst between Oct. 1753 and April 1772; their 11 th 
child, Ebenezer, was born Dec. 1774 in Lyndeborough.  In 1772 Oct 10, Joseph Ellinwood sold to John Tuck 110a in
Amherst (Hillsborough County 2:259).
His eldest brother was Ebenezer Jr. (b. 1719 in Beverly, Mass.; d. c.1791 in Amherst, N.H., estimated death date 
based on probate record); his youngest brother was Rolandson (b. 1742 in Souhegan West; d. after 1800 in Deering).
It was Ebenezer Jr (1719-c.1791), brickler, who in 1783 (deed 9:439) conveyed his 65[CHECK 65 or 55?]-acre 
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homestead farm (plus 35a and 16a parcels and 2a clay yard) in exchange for a life lease to his son Ralph (b. abt 1758
in Souhegan West; m. Jan. 1784 Susannah Prince; d. 1836 in Vermont), husbandman. In June 1793, Ralph  (still “of 
Amherst”) sold 4 parcels (76a; 15a; 4a & 152 rods; and 19a & 70 rods) to David Stewart (deed 32:344). This means 
that Ralph moved to Vermont after June 1793 (not in “1792” as some records say).
Note added by Katrina Holman (July 2021):  I identified the David Low Farmhouse at 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1 as 
the house of JOSEPH Ellinwood, which he sold in 1771 to John Tuck (deed 2:259).

1793 June 8 Deed (Hillsborough County 32:394):  RALPH ELLINWOOD of Amherst, gentleman, sold to
DAVID STEWART of Amherst, gentleman, for 330 pounds, sundry tracts and tenements of land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) 76 acres and 90 rods bounded –
beginning at SW corner at chestnut oak tree marked standing in the north line of land now owned by Joshua 
Atherton, Esq., thence running:
N 4 degrees W 65.5 rods;
E 4 degrees N 175 rods to s&s in meadow;
S 4 degrees E 12 rods to ditch;
E 4 degrees N on ditch 11.5 rods;
S 4 degrees E 28 rods to road;
crossing road & easterly by the same about 11 rods to Jonathan Ellsworth’s land;
S 4 degrees E about 22 rods;
W 4 degrees S 197 rods by Jona. Ellsworth’s and Joshua Atherton’s land to BFM.
2) about 15 acres of land bounded –
beginning at pitch pine tree marked standing in south line of Jona. Ellsworth’s land, thence running:
southerly about 40 rods to north line of Ephraim French’s land;
easterly by French’s land to Rolenson Ellenwood’s land;
northerly by Rolenson Elenwood’s land about 40 rods;
westerly by Jona. Ellsworth’s land to beginning.
3) 4 acres and 152 rods of land bounded –
beginning at fence south of road near Jonathan Ellsworth’s house, thence running:
westerly by road as now trod 34 rods;
S 21 degrees W 20 rods;
easterly 32 rods;
N 70 degrees E to BFM.
4) 19 acres and 70 rods of land bounded –
beginning at SE corner (which is NW corner of Jonathan Ellsworth’s land), thence running:
westerly by Nathan Kendall’s land 80 rods;
westerly 50 rods to large rock;
southerly 26 rods to & crossing hwy leading from Amherst to Merrimac meeting house by Benjamin Davis’s;
easterly by hwy 20 rods;
S 19 degrees W 52 rods to two small white pine trees marked;
westerly 18 rods to east line of John Damon’s land;
southerly by Damon’s land 10 rods;
easterly by Jonathan Ellsworth’s land about 66 rods to BFM.
[No reference to how grantor acquired land.]
Signed: Ralph Ellenwood & wife Susannah her X mark Ellenwood. Witnessed:  Daniel Warner, Ebenzer Taylor. 
Acknowledged:  14 Sep 1793 before Samuel Dana, JP. Recorded:  14 Sep. 1793 by Jona. Smith, Register.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, August 2018. Note: David Stewart’s dwelling house stood at SE corner of Main
and Middle Streets.  David Stewart was a wheeler-dealer investor in real estate.]
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1790 – 30 Thornton Ferry Rd 2 (Souhegan River Farm):  Boutwell
(Howard Locke T46; 1858 map: D. Cram; 1892 map: E. Burns; burned 1922)
Ebenezer Nichols (87 acres) to Kendall Bout(w)ell to son Joseph Bout(w)ell 3d (built a house) to Joseph 
Fletcher Jr. (127 acres) to Willard Fosdick to Elbridge Gould (120 acres) to Ezra Holt to Daniel Cram

HOUSE CA. 1780 BUILT BY JOSEPH BOUTELL 3rd, SHOEMAKER [30? Thornton Ferry Rd2]
1781 Feb. 10 Deed (10:108): KENDALL BOUTELL [sic] of Amherst, Yeoman, conveyed to “my son” JOSEPH 
BOUTELL ye 3d of Amherst, Cordwainer, “for and in consideration of the love goodwill and affection I bear 
towards my son,” two pieces of land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) First piece containing 10 acres more or less, bounded – 
beginning at SW corner at a maple tree on bank of Souhegan River; then [running]:
northerly by land of William Odell about 80 rods to road;
easterly by road about 12 rods to white oak tree marked;
southerly about 80 rods to pitch pine tree marked on bank of Souhegan River;
westerly by river about 30 rods to BFM.
2) The other piece containing about half an acre, 
beginning at SW corner by road,
then running north 10 rods one rod west of his house he lately erected on the premises;
easterly 15 rods to the road;
southerly by road about 18 rods to BFM.
This the meaning of this Deed that if Joseph Boutell ye 3d at any time means to sell the above premises, that he will 
give his Father Kendall Boutell the Grantor the First Refusal thereof.
Witnessed: Ebenezer Weston, Moses Nichols. Signed: Kendall  Boutwell [sic, so transcribed  by register/recorder]. 
Recorded 10 Feb 1781, in 3 rd year of Independence of United States of America, by Moses Nichols.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Oct. 2011. On Thornton Ferry Rd 2, east of future Caldwell Farm.]

1790 May 6 Deed (26:113): KENDALL BOUTWELL of Amherst, Gentleman, sold to JOSEPH BOUTWELL 3d of 
Amherst, cordwainer, for 200 pounds lawful money, the farm that I now live on of 85 acres with bldgs & other (10 
acres) land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) The Farm, containing about 85 acres by estimate, bounded –
beginning at an oak stump on bank of the river, being the SE corner bound of said farm, thence:
northerly abt 140 rods to pine tree, bounded upon John Odell's land;
westerly on land of Mr. William and John Odell about 60 rods;
southerly abt 40 rods;
westerly abt 30 rods to white oak stump;
southerly abt 20 rods to west side of brook;
easterly abt 20 rods to white oak stump; thence abt 20 rods further easterly; thence about same course abt 30 rods to 
causey [causeway];
westerly on causey abt 9 rods to south side of bridge at the west water course;
– (the nine last courses bounding upon Wm Odell) – 
southerly abt 80 rods to the river bounding on John Odell;
thence bounding on the river to BFM.
2) Also 10 acres in Amherst – 
beginning at bunch of small chestnut trees growing just below east side of road leading from Jonathan Ellsworth's to
Samuel Field's house, which bunch of chestnuts were marked for a corner of land of Ephraim Barker;
by Barker's land 25 rods to low land; north by Barker's land 25 rods to black oak stub ... on northerly side of hwy.
Witnessed: Eben'r Weston, David Dodge. Recorded 22 June 1790 by Jona. Smith Jr, Register.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Oct. 2011. On Souhegan River & Thornton Ferry Rd2.]

1790 May 6 Lease Deed (26:116): Indenture made between KENDAL BOUTWELL of Amherst, Gentleman, on the 
one part and JOSEPH BOUTWELL 3d of Amherst, Cordwainer, on the other part, 
that Joseph Boutwell doth let unto Kin[d]al Boutwell for & during Kindal's natural life a certain farm in Amherst 
being the same which I, Kendal, this day deeded to Joseph, which farm Kendall is to husband and improve 
during the term of his (Kendall's) natural life and keep the profits thereof ... save Joseph shall fulfill the articles
of said bond for Kendal's maintenance during Kendal's natural life as specified therein, then this indenture to be of 
no effect, otherwise to remain in full force.
Witnessed: Ebenezer Weston, David Dodge. Recorded 22 June 1790. 
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Oct. 2011. On Souhegan River & Thornton Ferry Rd2.]
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1841 Dec 22 Deed (213:283): ELBRIDGE GOULD of Nashua sold to EZRA HOLT of Hillsborough, N.H., for 
$2500, farm in Amherst, N.H., containing about 120 acres, with all buildings, bounded –
beginning at SW corner of farm on north side of Souhegan River at land of David Caldwell,
northerly on Caldwell's land to road leading from Daniel Fletcher's [382 BPR] to Thornton's Ferry;
then crossing road to north side of road, then easterly on road to corner of Caldwell's land;
N 5 degrees E 124 rods by Caldwell's land to another corner of his land;
northerly on Caldwell to Merrill Fletcher's land;
easterly by Fletcher to pine tree at corner of Jacob Upham's land;
southerly by Upham's to corner or Caldwell and Boutell's land;
southerly by Caldwell to road; easterly by Caldwell across road;
easterly by Severns land to corner;
E 10 degrees W 3 rods + 6 links to elm tree at corner of Severns land;
easterly & southerly  by several angles including meadow bottom to upland by Severns to maple tree;
southerly by Severns  to a corner; southerly by Severns to river, being a corner of his farm;
southerly crossing river to a pine tree at Capt. Sawtell's land on river bank;
southerly & westerly on Sawtell's to river; 
westerly crossing river; southerly by river to bend in river; westerly by river to beginning.
Same premises conveyed to me by W. Fosdick 15 June 1840, recorded 205:587.
Sarah T. Gould, wife, relinquished dower right. 
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, 9/2011.]

1841 Mortgage Deed (213:285): EZRA HOLT conveyed to BENJAMIN & ABIGAIL GOULD, for $800, a certain 
farm in Amherst, N.H., during their natural life.

1796 & 1797 & 1811 – 94 Seaverns Bridge Road (Souhegan River Farm):  
3 Successive Gilmore brothers to support their parents, James G. et ux

1796 March 31 Deed (40:105):  James Gillmore of Amh, gentleman, conveyed/granted to “my son” Thomas 
Gillmore of Amh, yeoman, for $300 “and also for the love and good will I bear to him” – 
“one half quantity for quality of the farm I now live on 
together with the one half quantity for quality of all my other lands, 
said farm is situated partly in Amherst & partly in Merrimac bounded northerly and westerly on Souhegan River and
southerly on Stearns’ land, 
together with one half of all my buildings situated on said farm with an equal privilege with myself around the same,
reserving however to myself the whole of the dwelling here during the period of my natural life 
but at my decease Thomas is to come into possession of the one half together with an equal privilege in the Kitchen 
Cellar & not until then.”
Said farm contains about 170 acres; the other land being the same land I purchased by deed of John Odell excepting 
one acre off of the East end which I have sold to my son James Gillmore.
Signed:  James Gillmore.  Witnessed:  Jona Smith (JP & Register), Amelia Smith.  Recorded:  April 1796.
[Deed abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch.org image 352.  Is 94 Seaverns Bridge Rd.]

1796 March 31 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (40:106): Thomas Gillmore of Amh, yeoman, to “my father” James 
Gillmore of Amh, gentleman, for $1000, 
half quantity for quality of certain farm situated partly in Amherst and partly in Merrimack together with half 
quantity for quality of other land not adjoining said farm, it being same land & farm with my father James Gillmore 
gave to me by deed dated this 31 March 1796 together with half the buildings. 
Provided nevertheless the foregoing deed is upon this express condition that if I do well and faithfully husband the 
whole of said farm and manage it to the best advantage, keep all the fences in good repair and the barns & other 
outhouses likewise in good repair and bring in to James every year in the proper season during the period of his 
natural life the one half of all the produce of said farm viz. half of all the corn, rie, wheat, oats & all other kinds of 
grain into the house in a proper situation for use; the one half of all the cider apples and sauce of all kind into the 
cellar, the one half of all the hay and all other kind of fodder into the barn in a good & proper situation and pay one 
half of the rates [taxes] of said farm every year; and if my mother the wife of said James should outlive him carry 
into her the one third part of all the produce of the one half of the farm in the same manner … during the period of 
her natural life.
If Thomas Gillmore (heirs, executors or administrators) do faithfully and well and truly perform and do all the 
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foregoing conditions in this mortgage deed according to the true intent and meaning of the same without fraud or 
delay, then the foregoing deed is null & void ..
Signed:  Thomas Gillmore.  Witnessed:  Jona Smith (JP & Register), Amelia Smith.  Recorded:  April 1796.
MARGIN:  22 May 1797 discharged by James Gillmore.

1797 May 22 Deed (43:391):  Thomas Gillmore of Amh, yeoman, to James Gillmore Jr. of Amh, yeoman, for $550, 
[1] one half quantity for quality of farm my father James Gillmore and I [Thomas] now live on situated partly in 
Amherst and partly in Merrimac, it being the same half that my father gave me by deed dated 21 March 1796 
(recorded 40:105), the same half together with the same privileges that are specified in my father’s deed to me is 
what I mean thereby, AND
[2] certain piece of land situated partly in Amherst and partly in Merrimac, it being the farm land that I purchased by
deed of James Gillmore Jr. by deed dated 19 March 1796 (recorded 39:496); containing 47 acres.
[3] I Thomas also quit unto James all right I now have or hereafter may ever have by law or otherwise to the estate 
of my honored father James Gillmore.
Signed:  Thomas Gillmore & wife Tabitha Gillmore, who quit her dower right for one dollar.  Witnessed:  Jona. 
Smith (JP & Register), James Gillmore.  Witness to Tabitha:  Polly Gillmore. Recorded:  22 may 1797.
[Deed abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch.org image 215.  Note:  The first tract (= farm)
included 94 Seaverns Bridge Road lot and the second tract included 92 Seaverns Bridge Road lot.]

1797 May 22 Life Lease Mortgage (43:394): James Gillmore Jr. of Amherst, yeoman, 
to James Gillmore of Amherst, gentleman, for $1000,  
one half quantity for quality of a certain farm situated partly in Amherst and partly in Merrimac together with the 
one half quantity for quality of another piece of land not adjoining said farm, it being the same one half that James 
heretofore conveyed by deed to Thomas Gillmore and the said Thomas this day deeded to me [Jr.], viz. the piece 
first mentioned in said Thomas’s deed to me but the second piece is not meant to be hereby conveyed.
Said farm contains about 170 acres and the piece not adjoining  contains about 5 acres, the same being described in 
deed from James Gillmore to Thomas Gillmroe (recorded 40:105).
Provided nevertheless the foregoing deed is upon this express condition that if I [Jr.] do well and faithfully husband 
the whole of said farm and manage it to the best advantage, keep all the fences in good repair and the barns & other 
outhouses likewise in good repair and bring in to James every year in the proper season during the period of his 
natural life the one half of all the produce of said farm viz. half of all the corn, rie, wheat, oats & all other kinds of 
grain into the house in a proper situation for use; the one half of all the cider apples and sauce of all kind into the 
cellar, the one half of all the hay and all other kind of fodder into the barn in a good & proper situation and pay one 
half of the rates [taxes] of said farm every year; and if my mother the wife of said James should outlive him carry 
into her the one third part of all the produce of the one half of the farm in the same manner … during the period of 
her natural life.
If James Gillmore Jr. (heirs, executors or administrators) do[es] faithfully and well and truly perform and do all the 
foregoing conditions in this mortgage deed according to the true intent and meaning of the same without fraud or 
delay, then the foregoing deed is null & void ..
Signed:  James Gillmore Jr.  Witnessed:  Amelia Smith & Jona. Smith (JP & Register).  Recorded:  same day. 
[Deed abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch.org image 217.  Pertains to 94 Seaverns 
Bridge Rd.]

1800 (49:526/528): James Gillmor to John Gillmor – Amherst, (1) 140a, (2) 1/2 int. 90a

1811 May 24 Lease Indenture (90:371):  Jesse Gillmore of Amherst, yeoman, to James Gillmore of Amherst, 
gentleman, for and in consideration that James Gilmore did convey to Jesse by deed the remaining part of his home 
Farm not heretofore conveyed and one condition in said deed being that Jesse lease to James the premises for and 
during the natural life of James and the life of Rebecca his wife,
now know ye that I, Jesse Gilmore in complyance of the Condition above mentioned do lease said farm lot unto my 
Honoured Father James Gilmore during the term above re[c]ited.
Provided nevertheless it is the true intent and meaning of these present that Jesse Gilmore: 
have the use of one half of the dwelling house and outhouses on the premises during said term;
Also to improve the farm agreeably to the rules of good husbandry and to enjoy the profits of the same, after 
returning to his father James a sufficient quantity of grain to support three in family, and to keep and fat two swine. 
Also hay sufficient in the barn to support 2 cows for the use of his father’s family to be kept on the place; and
Also to allow his father the use of a horse when necessary.
And James Gilmore on his part doth covenant to and with Jesse Gilmore that he will occupy that part of the house, 
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outhouses and barn in such a manner as shall be most beneficial for the preservation of the same and on no account 
to make any destruction or waste of the wood or any part of the premises any further than shall be necessary for the 
support and comfort of his own family.
And it is considered that Jesse Gilmore pay all legal taxes that may from time to time be legally assessed on said 
premises during the continuance of this Lease.
Signed:  Jesse Gillmore and James Gillmore.  Witnessed:  Sophia Gilmore, Danl Warner (JP). Recorded:  31 May 
1811.
[Deed transcribed by Katrina Holman, 2022; online FamilySearch catalog, deed image 497.]

1811 May 23 Deed (133:399):  James Gilmore of Amherst, gentleman, in consideration of $100 paid by “my son” 
Jesse Gilmore of Amherst, yeoman, to my daughter Molley, wife of Thos. Manning of Amherst, and in consideration
that my son Jesse pay all my just debts that I now owe, as also in consideration that my son Jesse give me a lease of 
the premises hereafter described during my natural life and the life of my wife Rebecca, conveyed to Jesse Gilmore
tract of land partly in Amherst  and partly in Merrimac,
[1] the first tract bounded – beginning at a large black oak tree in the southerly bank of Souhegan River near Field’s 
Bridge so called in Merrimac, 
thence running up the river to a small red oak tree marked with stones about it, standing in NE corner of James 
Gilmore Jr,’s land;
thence running southerly on the easterly line of Gilmore Junior’s land to a stake and stones standing in the northerly 
line of Thos. Manning’s land to an old pine stump with stones about it;
thence southerly by Manning’s land to stake in the ground near the fence in an old road;
then[ce] easterly a few rods to s&s the west side of the road leading from Field’s Bridge to Oliver Farwell’s;
thence northerly 45 rods on the west side of said road;
thence crossing said road to a s&s and running easterly to a red oak tree marked in the edge of the wood & near the 
SE corner of an old field;
then[ce] northerly to a small yellow oak tree marked;
then[ce] westerly to a small red oak tree marked standing in the west line of Eben’r Hills land;
then[ce] northerly on the west line of said Hills land and on the west line of Henry Field’s land to s&s near a small 
walnut tree near the fence the easterly side of an Orchard;
then[c] westerly crossing said Orchard to s&s the southerly side of the bars east of the above mentioned road;
then[ce] northerly by said road 6 3/4 rods to a small walnut tree marked standing by a wall;
then[ce] easterly by the fence to a small white oak tree marked standing in the west line of Henry Field’s land;
then[ce] northerly 40 rods on Field’s west line to s&s;
then[ce] westerly to s&s standing the east side of the above mentioned road;
then[ce] northerly by road about 4 rods;
then[ce] westerly crossing said road to place of beginning.
Reserving and excepting a tract of land deeded to James Gilmore Jr. on 23 June 1809 which tract is thus described in
said deed:  beginning at a white oak tree near the fence running westerly from the barn yard;
thence running south 14 degrees east to s&s;
then east 3 degrees north to s&s the west side of the road leading from my house to Oliver Farwell’s;
then northerly by said road to stake in ground 3 rods and 10 feet northerly from James Gilmore Junior’s house [92 
Seaverns Bridge Rd];
thence north 52 degrees west to NE corner of the small barn;
thence west 15 degrees north corner of the NW corner of said barn;
then south 15 degrees west to s&s in the fence;
thence west 15 degrees south to the place of beginning,
including the buildings on the same.
Signed:  James Gilmore & wife Rebecca her X mark Gilmore.  Witnessed: Sophia Gilmore and Danl Warner (JP).  
Recorded 17 Nov. 1821 [=10 years later].
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch catalog, deed image 204.]
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1797 – 9 Eaton Road
2 Successive Phelps brothers to support father Nathan Phelps

(1858 map:  A. Phelps)

1797 January 14 Lease (47:15):   Nathan Phelps of Amherst, yeoman, do let and lease, during the period of my 
natural life, unto my son Samuel Phelps of Amherst, yeoman, for $1000, 
the whole of my homestead farm situate in Amherst except a certain piece at the SE corner with I conveyed by deed 
of mortgage to Jonathan Upton Phelps conditioned for the payment of a certain sum of money therein mentioned 
which piece Samuel is likewise to have in the same manner with the rest of said farm by his paying to Jonathan 
Upton Phelps the sum of money and interest which said mortgage deed was given to secure.
Said farm is bounded as follows – beginning at the NW corner,
thence southerly by land of Mr. Elliot and Rev. Jeremiah Barnard to s&s;
thence easterly by Barnard’s and Joseph Crosby’s land to s&s in the line of Col. Means land;
thence northerly by Means’ land and the Curtis farm to s&s in the line of Mr. Averill’s land;
thence westerly by Averill’s land & Elliot’s land to the place of beginning.  
Reserving to myself [Nathan] the whole of the house that I live in with necessary & convenient privileges 
about it and one half of the barn etc.
Signed:  Nathan Phelps.  Witnessed: Amos Elliot and Amos Phelps. Recorded:  3 July 1798.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Oct. 2024; online FamilySearch catalog image 12.  9 Eaton Road.]

1797 Jan. 19 Deed (71:83):  Samuel Phelps of Amherst, husbandman, 
to Jonathan Phelps of Milford, laborer, for $600, 
one moiety or half part of the farm in Amherst, N.H., on which I now live and which my honored father lately 
conveyed to me by his deed of July 13, 1793 in quantity and quality to be equally divided according to the value;
said farm is bounded – beginning at NW corner;
thence southerly by land of Mr. Eliot & Mr. Barnard to s&s;
thence westerly by Mr. Barnard’s and Joseph Croby’s land to s&s in the line of Col. Means’ land;
thence northerly by Means’ land and the Curtice farm to s&s in the line of Mr. Avril’s land;
thence westerly by the line of Avril’s and Eliot’s land to the place of beginning.
Excepting and reserving to my hon. Father Nathan Phelps the use and improvement of the whole of the house
in which he now lives and one half of the barn on the farm with necessary accommodations about the same 
for and during the term of his natural life after which Jonathan is to have the whole of said old house – and 
also excepting the house in which I now live which is not to be considered in the division to take place between
us but land and barn only to be divided. Excepting also my Mother’s Dower in the same.
Signed:  Samuel Phelps & wife Sally Phelps, who released her right of dower and power of thirds.  Witnessed:  
Nathan Phelps Jr., Amos Phelps.  Acknowledged:  8 Aug. 1806 before James Wilson Jr., JP. Recorded:  15 Aug. 1806
by Isaac Brooks, Register.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Oct. 2024; online FamilySearch catalog image 49.  Pertains to 9 
Eaton Road. Note 1:  Grantor & grantee were brothers. Note 2: The house of Rev. Jeremiah Barnard was at 61 
Christian Hill Rd.]

For full picture of 9 Eaton Road ownership chain, see also: 
1797 Oct. 5 Deed (47:19):  Samuel Phelps of Amherst, husbandman, to Jonathan Phelps of Milford, husbandman, 
for $600, several tracts of land together with the buildings … 
 AND
1797 Oct. 5 Mortgage (47:21):   Jonathan Phelps of Milford, N.H., husbandman, 
to Nathan Phelps Sr. of Amherst, husbandman, for $600,  
[real estate  – FILL IN!] 
on condition that
Jonathan Phelps (his heirs and assigns) shall at all times hereafter during the natural lives of Nathan Phelps and his 
present wife provide for, nourish and support them in sickness and health[,] and at their death give each of them a 
decent Christian burial & perform all the condition which is more particularly set forth in a bond given by Jonathan 
Phelps to Nathan Phelps and his wife bearing equal date with these presents, according to the true intent and 
meaning thereof … 
Signed:  Jonathan U. Phelps.  Witnessed:  Sam’l Curtis and Daniel Campbell (JP).  
Recorded:  4 July 1798 by Jona. Smith, Register.
[The new part is online FamilySearch catalog image 16.]
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1799 – N part of Amherst and partly in New Boston:  
Abel Duncklee to support father Thaddeus Duncklee

Genealogy (Secomb p. 570-571)
Hezekiah Duncklee (came from Billerica, d. Souhegan West c. 1772) m. Damaris Wilson; begat brothers Joseph 
Dunclee (b. 1750) m. bef. 1770 Hannah and Thaddeus Duncklee (1753-till removed to Vermont) m. 1753 Sarah 
Prince; Thaddeus begat eldest Abel Duncklee (? - d. Dec. 1867 in Vermont, aged 91 yrs and 8 months) m. Ruth 
Wright of Dublin. 

1774 Feb. 25 Deed (3:304): JEREMIAH DODGE of Rouly, Essex county, Province of Massachusetts Bay, 
bricklayer, sold to JACOB REED of Amherst, N.H., yeoman, for 33 Pounds lawful money, lot of land in Amherst, 
N.H., 3d Division Lot 111, 45a, bounded – on north by New Boston Line & on south by land of Colonal Nichols.
Recorded: 20 Feb. 1775. [Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, July 2015. This was NOT 106 Horace Greeley Road!]
Note about Jacob Reed: In 1767 Aug. 20, while “of Dunstable, Middlesex, Province of Massachusetts Bay,” Jacob 
Reed bought 3d Division Lot 56 [which bounds New Boston] (part of orig. right of Jonathan & John Dodge), 45a 
(deed 6:239, recorded 4 June 1778).

1774 Aug. 14 Deed (8:214): JACOB REED of Amherst, Province of N. H., yeoman, sold to JOSEPH DUNCKLEE 
of Amherst, Province of N.H., for 60 Pounds lawful money, lot in Amherst containing 46a, it being number 111, 
together with bldgs & improvements, bounded – on east by land of Saml Chandler; on north by New Boston line; 
west by Jeremiah Dodge's land; south by land of Col. Ebenz Nichols.
Signed: Jacob Reed. Witnessed: John Patterson, James Underwood. Recorded: 27 Oct. 1779. 
 [Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, July 2015. This was NOT 106 Horace Greeley Road!] 

1774 Nov. 5 Deed (5:31): JOSEPH DUNCKLEE of Amherst, cordwainer, sold to THADEUS DUNCKLEE of 
Amherst, yeoman, for 75 Pounds 13 Shillings 4 Pence, 45a = Lot 111 with buildings.
Witnessed: John Patterson & James Underwood.

1798 Sep 28 Deed (47:514): THADDEUS DUNCKLEE of Amherst, husbandman, sold to ABEL DUNCKLEE of 
Amherst, husbandman, for $500, one half quantity for quality of my homestead farm and all my other land, situated 
partly in New Boston and partly in Amherst, the same to be undivided, which lands I purchase of Joseph Duncklee, 
Jeremiah Dodge,  Rebecca Peabody, and S__ Cree (see for bounds). Reserving however to myself the whole of 
bldgs that are situated on the same and land sufficient for convenience and necessary purposes round the same. Abel 
to hold said one half in common & undivided with me during the period of my natural life but if he disposes of the 
same before that time I make this referrel [?] viz to hold the improvement of his half from the time of his selling till 
my decease. 
Signed: Thad. Duncklee. Witnessed: Jona. Smith (JP & Register), Amelia Smith. Recorded: 15 Nov. 1798.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, July 2015.]

1799 March 6 Deed (49:28a): THADDEUS DUNCKLEE of Amherst, husbandman, to ABEL DUNCKLEE of 
Amherst, yeoman, for one thousand dollars ($1000), one half quantity for quality of my homestead farm and all my 
other land, which farm & land are situated partly in Amherst and partly in New Boston and which I purchased of 
Joseph Duncklee, Jeremiah Dodge, Rebecca Peabody & Samuel Cree (see deeds for bounds).
Reserving, however, to myself the whole of the house[,] the old barn and the shoemaker's shop during the period of 
my natural life and the life of my wife Sarah.
Signed: Only Thad. Witnessed: Lucy Dana, Jona. Smith (JP & Register). Recorded: 6 March 1799.

1799 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (49:28b): ABEL DUNCKLEE of Amherst, yeoman, to THADDEUS 
DUNCKLEE of Amherst, husbandman, for $1500, whole of land conveyed to me Thaddeus by 2 deeds, one dated 
20 Sep. last and the other of even date, being farm Thaddeus now lives on situated partly in Amherst & partly in 
New Boston.
Provided nevertheless on condition:
if Abel Duncklee pay contents of note of $500 + $300 of Thad's debts now owed; also Abel shall well & faithfully 
husband the farm to the best advantage & bring into Thaddeus yearly during his natural life one half of the produce 
of the farm viz the rice, corn & other kinds of grain, the corn to be carried into the house, one half of all the same to 
be carried into Thad's cellar, half of all the cider & winter apples; also keep summer & winter 3 cows, one horse, and
6 sheep for Thad's use, and if his wife should outlive him, I am to furnish her with one half as much produce & half 
as much stock or to that amount in that kind of stock she may choose. I further engage to support both or either of 
them in sickness in respect to doctoring & nursing & various other necessaries as they may from time to time stand 
in need of. Also grant to Thad the privilege of a convenient spot of ground for a garden where he may choose. Also 
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if I haul firewood to the door of Thad sufficient to keep one fire winter & summer & cut the same fit for fire if Thad 
or wife shall request the same. If I Abel do & perform all the foregoing matters & things, agreeable to the true intent 
& meaning of the foregoing condition, then the written deed is null & void.
Signed: Abel Duncklee. Witnessed: Jona. Smith (JP & Register), Lucy Dana. Recorded: 6 March 1799.
Margin (ragged paper edge): … “All I done Dunckl”  
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2015.]

1800 May 24 Deed (50:115): ABEL DUNCKLEE of Amherst, yeoman, sold to LYDIA GOULD of Amherst, wife of
STEPHEN GOULD, for $1500, farm partly in Amherst & partly in New Boston, containing 180a with 
buildings,being the whole of the farm I purchased by deeds of my father Thaddeus Duncklee, bounded – southerly 
partly by land of Nathl Melendey & partly by land of Joseph Howell; easterly partly by land of Levi Dodge …
said farm being same land that my father purchased of Joseph Duncklee, Jeremidah Dodge,  Rebecca Peabody & 
Samuel Cree. Signed: Abel Duncklee & wife Sarah her X mark Duncklee. Witnessed: Jona. Smith (JP & Register), 
Abial Stanley. Recorded: 26 May 1800.

1799 – 100 Baboosic Lake Rd:  
Wm Shannon to support father Andrew Shannon

(1858 map:  J. T. Wright)

Farm near Baboosic Lake, lying SW off its southern end – probably 100 Bab Lk Rd.

Note:  Covered in “Historic Amherst:  Caring for Parents in Old Age:  On Amherst Farms at Beginning of 19th 
Century” (file Amherst_article_lifelease.xxx) published in The Amherst Citizen, 28 July 2015, pages 4 & 7.

1799 June 6 Deed (49:59): ANDREW SHANNON of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to WILLIAM SHANNON of 
Amherst, yeoman, for $1000, farm in Amherst, N.H., by estimation 100 acres [minus 13.5a] with buildings, 
bounded – beginning at SW corner of premises, thence:
northerly partly by land of of Eben'r Stimson & partly by Baboosuck pond till it comes to land of Timothy Wheeler:
easterly by Wheeler's land till it comes to land of Asa Swinnerton;
southerly partly by land of Swinnerton & partly by land of Eben'r Clark till it comes to land of Amos Truel to s&s;
westerly by Truel's land to BFM.
Reserving to myself [Andrew] and my wife during the period of our natural lives the house we now live in & 
convenient privileges round the same & also a small piece of ground now inclosed the southerly side of the road 
opposite my house for a garden. Reserving out of the above premises 11 acres of the southwesterly corner; also two 
acres and a half of land being meadow which I purchased of Wm Howard deceased situate on Baboosuk pond 
northerly, easterly on Timothy Fuller; southerly & westerly on Eben'r Stimson.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, May 2015.]

1799 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (49:288): WILLIAM SHANNON of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to 
ANDREW SHANNON, yeoman, for $1000, 100a in Amherst, N.H., being same farm & building that [for which] I 
this day took a note.
Condition: If William, my [William's] heirs, executors or administrators, do well & truly pay or cause to be paid 
unto such creditors as Andrew shall choose & at such periods he shall mention the sum of $100[;] & also if William 
shall well & faithfully husband the within mentioned farm & bring Andrew & wife Lydia during both their natural 
lives[:] the one half of all the corn & grains fit for use into the house of Andrew together with half of all the cyder[,] 
winter apples & sauce of all kinds into Andrew's seller & half the flax dressed & fit for use[;] also keep winter and 
summer on the farm 2 cows for sole use of Andrew & Lydia & 6 sheep[;] & cut & haul to the door of Andrew & 
Lydia firewood sufficient for summer & winter & cut the same fit for the fire if thereto required by either[;] & when 
there is a horse on the farm to furnish them with him to ride when they have occasion[;] & in case of sickness to 
furnish them with doctoring & nursing & with any necessaries they may stand in need of from time to time[;] & pay 
half the rates [taxes] of the farm from year to year & at the decease of Andrew & Lydia to afford each of them a 
decent burial... If William fulfills, then deed null & void, otherwise in full force.
Signed: William Shannon. Witnessed: Jona. Smith, Polly King. Acknowledged: 6 June 1799. Recorded: 6 June 1799 
by Jona. Smith, Register.

For more, see Amherst_Desc_ShannonAndrew_NotesbyKH.odt
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1801 – Eastern Part of Amherst:  Kimball

Probably:  1858 map:  Mrs. Kimball.  Howard Locke:  T154, who said “The old house which stood was removed or 
torn down about 1890 and was an inn kept by N. P. Kimball.”

1801 March 20 Deed (52:525 bottom): EBENEZER KIMBALL of Amherst, yeoman, & wife ELIZABETH granted 
& sold to JACOB KIMBALL of Middleton, Essex, Mass., for $2000, tract of improved land in Amherst, N.H., 
containing 60a consisting of Lot 49 in First Division; also 3d Division Lot 104 containing 45a; and also 3d Division 
Lot 112 containing 27a; bounded westerly by land formerly owned by Capt. Hezekiah Lovejoy deceased, with all 
buildings, also saw mill & grist mill formerly owned by Reuben Muzzey being a course southerly from said 
buildings; 
intended whole of our homestead farm containing about 100 acres. 
Signed: Eben'r Kimball & Elizabeth Kimball. Witnessed: Danl Campbell, Mehitable Kimball. 

1801 March 21 Lease (52:525 top): Indenture or lease made 21 March 1801 by and between JACOB KIMBALL of 
Middleton, Essex, Mass., Gentleman, and EBEN'R KIMBALL of Amherst, N.H., yeoman. 
JACOB KIMBALL, for consideration of $1 to be paid annually, granted and to farm let unto EBENEZER 
KIMBALL & ELIZABETH KIMBALL his present wife for and during the term of their natural lives or the life of 
the longest liver of the two, a farm in Amherst, containing 100 acres, being the whole of the homestead farm lately 
owned by Ebenezer Kimball (except the mills and privileges appertaining to them), bounded – 
easterly by land of Mr. Dimond Mussey;
southerly by land of Mussey and Wm Fisk; 
westerly and northerly by land of Jona. Lovejoy.
To be complete and ended & returns to Jacob Kimball or his heirs.
Signed: Jacob Kimball. Witnessed: Danl Campbel, Mehitable Kimball. Recorded: 21 March 1801.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Sep. 2015.]

1804 April 17 Deed (61:352): JACOB KIMBALL of Amherst, Gentleman, granted & to farm let unto EBENEZER 
KIMBALL of Amherst, husbandman, & Elizabeth his wife, for $1 & divers other good causes, all that tract of land 
in Amherst, N.H., commonly known as the homestead farm of said Ebenezer & on which said Ebenezer now lives.
To have & to hold to Ebenezer & Elizabeth his wife as a freehold estate during their lives, and I agree that they shall 
enjoy the same accordingly without any hindrance or molestation from me.
Signed: Jacob Kimball. Witnessed: Isaac Brooks, Wm Fisk. Recorded: 18 April 1804.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Sep. 2015.  Pertains to Route 101 property.]

1803 – 89 Chestnut Hill Road:  
Joseph Harvell (1774-1853; m1 1804) to support father John Jr. (1736-1821)

1803 Nov. 2 Deed (60:249):  John Harvel of Amherst, husbandman, sold 
to Joseph Harvel of Amherst, gentleman, for $2000, 
a farm in Amherst, N.H., being the whole of the third division Lot No. 113, containing 45 acres more or less,
bounded north on the line between Amherst and New Boston; and 
east partly on land of Thomas Underwood and partly on the road; and
southerly by land of John Patterson; and
westerly by land of Levi Dodge and the highway.
Signed:  John Harvel.  Witnessed: Daniel Campbel and Sophia Campbel.  Recorded:  same date.

1803 Nov 2 Life Lease Mortgage (60:250):  Joseph Harvel of Amherst, gentleman, to John Harvel of Amherst, 
husbandman, for $2000,
a farm in Amherst, N.H., being the whole of the third division Lot No. 113, 
containing 45 acres more or less,
conditioned on “bond and obligation bearing equal date which Joseph give to the said John for the support and 
maintenance of John and his present wife” …
Signed:  Joseph Harvel.  Witnessed: Daniel Campbel and Sophia Campbel.  Recorded:  same date.
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1803 – Where?:  William Brown Jr. to support father Wm Brown

Deed 41:358
Date of Deed: 31 Oct 1796 Acknowledged & Recorded same date 
Grantor: William Brown of Amherst, yeoman
Grantee: Luther Dana of Amherst, Gentleman

On 30 Aug 1794 I did execute deed of Mortgage; land and buildings mentioned, to Capt. Luther Dana; I 
acknowledge that I do acquit to Dana my title to land & buildings
12 acres & buildings thereon
Signed: William X Brown
Witness: Jonathan Smith, William his X mark Brown Jr.
[Deed abstracted by jlsm=Jackie Marshall]

1796 Oct. 31 Deed (recorded 41:358b):  Luther Dana of Amherst, gentleman, sold to William Brown Jr. of Amherst, 
a minor, for $40, tract of land in Amherst. N.H. [abutting John Damon; same description as 76:370]
Signed:  Luther Dana.  Witnessed:  Jona. Smith (JP & Register); Wm his X mark Brown. Recorded:  same day.
[Deed abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2023; online FamilySearch catalog image 187.]

60:253 LEASE DURING NATURAL LIFE
Date of Deed: 23 Mar 1803 Recorded: 9 Nov 1803
Grantor: William Brown Jr of Amherst, labourer
Grantee: My father William Brown of Amherst
Description: Land in Amherst, the same on which my father now lives; to be improved according to rules of good 
husbandry
Containing: 12 acres with a house on same
Signed: William X Brown Jr
Witness: Robert Curtis, Samuel Curtis.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm.]

76:370
Date of Deed: 30 Dec 1807 Acknowledged same date Recorded: 31 Dec 1807
Grantor: William Brown Jr of Amherst husbandman
Grantee: Josiah Converse of Amherst, Gentleman
Consideration: $60.00
Description: land in Amherst
    Beginning s&s at NW corner at land formerly of John Damon
    East by former John Damon land 16 rods
    South 20 rods to South side of road
    East 16 rods to s&s
    South 60 rods to Maple Tree
    West 18 rods to s&s
    North by Damon to bounds first mentioned
Containing: 12 acres with buildings thereon
Reference: deeded to me by Luther Dana 31 Oct 1796
Signed: William X Brown Jr
Witness: James Roby, Nathl. Cleaves
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm.]

1805 – 23 Green Road:  
Amos Green Jr. (1776-1860) to support father Amos Sr. (b. 1740) 

(1858 map:  A. Green)

1805 Dec. 5 Deed (69:58):  Amos Green of Amherst, yeoman, to Amos Green Jr. of Amherst, yeoman,
for $2000, “the homestead farm I [Sr.] now live on” in Amherst, N.H., containing about 77 acres,
bounded – beginning at the northeast corner of premises by land of Amos Elliot & Elisha Felton,
then running westerly by Felton’s land & land of Nathan Fuller to the road leading from Fuller’s to my house;
then running by the east side of said road southerly until it comes to about 10 rods of the SW corner of the premises,
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thence crossing said road to s&s which is the SE corner standing by land of Edward Hartshorn;
then running easterly by land of Ziba Lane and land of the Rev. Jeremiah Barnard to land of Andrew Elliot;
then running northerly by Andrew Elliot and Amos Elliot to the BFM.
Signed:  Amos Green.  Witnessed:  Nathan Green, Augustus Blanchard (JP).  Recorded: 5 March 1806.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Oct. 2024; online FamilySearch catalog image 35.  This is in the 
right vicinity to be on Green Road!]]

1805 December 5 Bond (71:245):  I Amos Green Junior of Amherst, yeoman, am holden and do stand firmly bound
unto my Honored father Amos Green of Amherst, yeoman, in the penal sum of $2000,
to which payment to be well & truly made I bind myself, my heirs, Executors and Administrators ... 
The Conditions of the above Obligation is such that if Amos Green Jr. shall well fully and completely support and 
maintain my Honored Father Amos Green during the term of his natural life and burial in the following manner:
to provide for him at all times suitable meat either fresh or salt well cooked and such bread as he may require; 
suitable drink such as beer, cyder or spirits at all times as he may reasonably require or desire as well as his Friends 
and Relations when they may come to see him as for himself; 
[to provide for him] all necessary clothing and apparel clean and good to his acceptance; 
to provide him seasonable & suitable medical aid, medicine, nurses and every necessary in sickness that he may be 
in need of; 
to provide him with warm and comfortable house room, with good firewood and fires made as and when he may 
desire it; 
to provide him with good clean and decent lodging at all times well made and adjusted;
to keep on the farm a good decent and comfortable saddle horse for him to ride to meeting and elsewhere brought up
& saddled for his use when he shall request it;
also giving him full and free liberty to use any of the household furniture when needed; to make use of any part of 
the dwelling house, cellar, barn or out houses without making ship or waste; and at any time to pass and repass over 
any part of the farm for his amusement or satisfaction;
and to pay him annually $5 (five dollars) for the payment of his Poll tax while the same is taxable & other expences 
during his life if needed.
And furthermore if my father should marry again, his wife is to live with him and enjoy the like privileges that he is 
entitled to by this obligation while she shall live with him and no longer;
and likewise my sister Betsey to have a home with me [Amos Jr.] and to have her support and maintenance in 
sickness as heretofore at my expense as long as she shall live with me, my having the benefit of her labour for her
support & clothing & also to pay her $1.50 (one dollar and fifty cents) per annum or annually until I shall pay her 
$25 exclusive of the annual payments made and when she shall keep house herself I am to provide her as much 
household furniture to keep house with as her Sister Bradford has and is to have;
and also I am to give to Hannah Upham, daughter of Amos Upham, when she shall arrive to 18 years of age. one 
one-year-old heifer, and to give her brother Amos Upham one pair of one-year-old steers when he shall arrive to 21 
years of age;
and finally pay all my Father’s just debts that is already contracted previous to these Presents.
When the foregoing requisitions particularly pointed out in this Obligation are fully done & performed according to 
the true intent and meaning thereof, this Obligation is Void; otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 
Signed:  Amos Green Jr.  Witnessed:  Nathan Green.  Recorded:  16 Sep. 1806.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Oct. 2024; online FamilySearch catalog image 132.  This kind of a
deed is known as a life lease.]

1805 December 5 Mortgage (71:247):  Amos Green Jr.. of Amherst, yeoman, 
to Amos Green Senior of Amherst, yeoman, for $2000 – 
the homestead farm I [Jr.] this day purchased of my Honored Father Amos Green Senior, containing about 77a.
Provided nevertheless that if Amos Green Jr., his heirs, Executors or Administrators pay & perform to Amos Green 
Senior, his heirs, Executors, Administrators the sums of money and particular engagement to be done & performed 
as are severally expressed for his maintenance etc in a certain bond given by Amos Green Jr. to Amos Green Senior 
bearing even date with these presents, then this Deed, as also the certain bond bearing even date with these presents, 
shall be void; otherwise shall remain in full force.
Signed:  Amos Green Jr.  Witnessed:  Nathan Green, Augustus Blanchard (JP).  Recorded:  18 Sep. 1806.
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1806 – House formerly adjacent to house of 54 Old Manchester Rd:  
John Ellenwood & Dimond Warren to support Ebenezer Ellenwood (3d)

1806 July 11 Deed (70:first page 452):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to DIMOND 
WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, for $1500, 3 tracts of land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) [Bounded by road on east; old well mentioned; adjoining Bartholomew Dodge on west; north bound is “original 
line” – with measurements.]
2) [Road forms west bound; land of John Ellinwood abuts on east; south bound is “original line” and between Jacob 
Hildreth.]
3) Triangle.
Reserving to myself & to my widow if I should leave one during my & her natural life, out of 1st piece or tract of 
land a privilege of a road 2 rods wide from the road to the middle of front door & straight through my dwelling 
house, together with one half of said house, meaning the easterly part of said house & the privilege of the east door 
yard one rod wide so far as the house extends.
Also reserving in the same manner the privilege of the old barn and half of the barn yard & also a privilege of a 
piece of land from the old barn extending to the width of the old barn to a s&s standing at the N side of barn to the 
road.  Also reserving the privilege to pass & repass through orchard to barn.
Signed:  Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP & Register), Abigail Brooks. Recorded:  11 July 1806. 

1806 July 11 Deed (70:second page 452):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to DIMOND
WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, for $150, piece/parcel of land in Amherst, N.H., 27.5a being part of Lot No. 68:
bounded – [the south bound being 107 rods; the west bound 40 rods abutting William Fisk land; the north bound 106
rods abutting John Patterson].
Also a privilege of passing to & from said land through gates & barrs with a team or otherwise on both sides of a 
small brook that runs through the same.

1806 July 11 Bond [Life Lease] (70:second page 453):  I, DIMOND WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, stand firmly 
bound & obliged unto EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, to pay $1000.
The condition of above obligation is such that as Ebenezer has this day deeded his son-in-law Dimond Warren 3 
pieces of land in Amherst, N.H., for which Warren has engaged & promised to carry on & husband said pieces of 
land well agreeably to the rules of good husbandry and to keep fences in good repair making no waste or strip of 
anything on said lands nor cut or destroy any timber without the consent of Ebenezer.
Also Warren agrees & promises to let Ebenezer have one third of the use of the pasture land, also pay & deliver to 
Ebenezer in good season one-third part of the hay, one-third part of the grain, one-third part of the beans, one-third 
part of the potatoes, one-third part of the cyder and apples, the cyder to be made in good season & put into the cellar.
Also Warren engages to furnish Ebenezer with one-half of necessary firewood brought to his door cut and made 
ready for his use.  Also Warren promises to take care & fodder Ebenezer’s cattle when he is sick & unable to take 
care of them himself. Also Warren engages to furnish Ebenezer with a good horse to ride when & where Ebenezer 
pleases. Also it is further agreed that there shall be none of the hay sold off of the place without consent of parties.
Now if Dimond Warren shall perform & fulfill the condition above mentioned, according to the true intent & 
meaning thereof, then this obligation and lease shall be null & void ...
Signed:  Dimond Warren. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 11 Mortgage Deed (70:454):  DIMOND WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, conveyed to EBENEZER 
ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, for $1500, 3 tracts of land in Amherst, N.H., being same which Ebenezer hath 
this day deeded to Warren [see for bounds]. Provided nevertheless if D. W.  (heirs, executors, administrators) shall 
well & truly pay & satisfy the conditions of a certain bond bearing even date with these presents given by Dimond to
Ebenezer conditioned to perform certain things … shall be null & void.
Signed: Dimond Warren. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 11 Lease Deed (70:455):  DIMOND WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, for one dollar a year if demanded 
lets to farm and lease unto EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, 3 tracts of land in Amherst, N.H., as 
bounded as set forth in deed given by Ebenezer to Dimond dated 11 July 1806 with the whole of the dwelling house 
and 2 barns to his proper use & benefit so long as Ebenezer continues to breath the breath of life.
Signed: Dimond Warren. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 14 Lease Deed (70:456):  EBENEZER ELLINGWOOD [sic] within named in consideration of 50 cents a 
year if demanded hereby engages to let WARREN DIMOND live in the west part of the house and to carry on the 
farm or several pieces of land included in this lease without let or hindrance so long as Warren shall carry on the 
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same agreeable to his certain bond to me [Ebenezer] dated 11 June instant under the forfeiture of the within lease.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Moses Nichols, J.K. Smith.  JP & Register:  Isaac Brooks.
N.B. The above was drawn on the back of the original leave [sic, leaf]. 
[Series of 1806 deeds transcribed/abstracted by K. Holman, Feb. 2019.]

1806 July 11 Deed (70:457):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to JOHN ELLINWOOD 
of Amherst, yeoman, for $1500, 2 tracts of land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) bounded – beginning by road and running
W 13 degrees S 23 rods;
W 12 degrees N 6 rods;
W 45 degrees N 25 rods to a Black Oak tree;
N 25 degrees E 8 rods to an elm tree;
W 26 degrees N to original line;
by land of Bartholomew Dodge to the original corner of said lot standing near the road;
running as the road runs to s&s standing in the corner near Capt. Fisk’s house; thence to BFM.
2) bounded – beginning at s&s an running
S 69 degrees E 22 rods;
Southwardly to original south line of the Martin lot;
by land of Wm Fisk’s to s&s;
Southwardly 57 rods;
by land of Dimond Warren to s&s; 
58 rods to a white oak tree;
E 2 rods;
Northwardly 80 rods; thence to BFM.
Reserving a certain Garden lying in the NE corner of said land now within fence with a privilege of passing to & 
from the same with a cart or otherwise during my [Ebenezer’s] life & my wife if one I should have.
Also reserving a road one road and a half wide for Dimond Warren to his land bounded by Jacob Hildreth.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.

1806 July 11 Deed (70:458):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to JOHN ELLINWOOD 
of Amherst, yeoman, for $150, piece/parcel of land in Amherst, N.H. being part of Lot No. 68, containing 27.5 acres,
bounded – beginning at s&s and running
westwardly by land of Wm Fisk’s 107.5 rods;
northwardly 50 rods;
eastwardly by land of Dimond Warren 106 rods;
40 rods to BFM.
Also a privilege of passing to & from said land southwardly part of said lot through gates or barrs on both sides of a 
small brook running through said lot to pass with a team or otherwise in the most convenient place for passing.
Also reserving a privilege for Dimond Warren to pass through John Ellinwood’s to his own land as shall best 
convene [convenience] both parties.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 11 Bond [Life Lease] (70:459):  I JOHN ELLINWOOD of Amherst, N.H., yeoman, stand firmly bound & 
obliged unto MY HONOURED FATHER EBEN’R ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, to pay $1000.
The condition of above obligation is such that as Ebenezer has this day deeded his son John Ellinwood 2 certain 
tracts of land in Amherst, N.H., for which John has engaged & promised to carry on & husband said pieces of land 
well agreeably to the rules of good husbandry and to keep fences in good repair making no waste or strip of anything
on said lands nor cut or destroy any timber on said lands without the consent of Ebenezer.
Also John agrees & promises to let Ebenezer have one third of the use of the pasture land, also paid [pay] & deliver 
to Ebenezer in good season one-third part of the hay, one-third part of the grain, one-third part of the beans, one-
third part of the potatoes, one-third part of the cyder and apples, the cyder to be made in good season & put into the 
cellar. Also John engages to furnish Ebenezer with one-half of necessary firewood brought to his door cut and made 
ready for his use.  Also John promises to take [care] of Ebenezer’s cattle when he is sick. Also John engages to 
furnish Ebenezer with a horse to ride when he pleases. Also it is further agreed that there shall be none of the hay 
sold off of the place without consent of parties.
Now if John Ellinwood shall perform & fulfill the condition above mentioned, according to the true intent & 
meaning thereof, then this obligation and lease to be void.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.
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1806 July 11 Mortgage Deed (70:460):  JOHN ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to EBENEZER 
ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, for $1500, 2 tracts of land in Amherst, N.H., which Ebenezer hath this day 
deeded to John [see for bounds]. Provided nevertheless if John Ellinwood (heirs, executors, administrators) shall 
well & truly pay & satisfy the conditions of a certain bond bearing even date with these presents given by John to 
Ebenezer conditioned to perform certain things … shall be null & void.
Signed: John Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 11 Lease Deed (70:461):  JOHN ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, for one dollar a year if demanded 
lets to farm and lease unto EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst during his natural life 2 tracts of land in 
Amherst, N.H., all bounded as set forth in deed given by Ebenezer to John dated 11 July 1806 to his proper use & 
benefit so long as Ebenezer continues to breath the breath of life and reserving one acre of land to be where my 
[John’s] house and barn now stands.
Signed: John Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP&Register), Abigail Brooks.  Recorded:  11 July 1806.

1806 July 14 Lease Deed (70:462):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD within named in consideration of 50 cents a year if 
demanded hereby engages to let JOHN ELLINWOOD carry on the whole of the land included in this lease without 
let or hindrance so long as John shall carry on the same agreeable to his certain bond to me dated 11 June instant 
under the forfeiture of this within lease.
Signed: Ebenezer Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Moses Nichols, J.K. Smith.  JP & Register:  Isaac Brooks. 
Note by Register:  This last was drawn on the back of the lease.
[Series of 1806 deeds transcribed/abstracted by K. Holman, Feb. 2019. ]

1807 Aug. 4 Deed (78:62):  DIMOND WARREN of Amherst, gentleman, to JOHN ELLINWOOD of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $1500 lawful money, 
1-3) all three tracts of land in Amherst, N.H., which Warren purchased by deed of bargain & sale of Ebenezer 
Ellinwood, which bears date of 11 July 1806 (recorded 70:452), under the incumbrance of reserves made in said 
deed for the benefit of Ebenezer & his widow if he should leave one [see for metes and bounds].
4) Also a certain other piece of land in Amherst, N.H., being part of Lot no. 68 and is same land I purchase by deed 
of Ebenezer Ellinwood bearing date of 11 Jly 1806 (recorded 70:452) with privilege of passing to & from … [see 
deed for description].
5) Also half of a certain other piece of meadow ground in Amherst, N.H., which I hold by deed of bargain & sale 
quantity for quality in common with Ebenezer Ellinwood, meaning to convey the half of the whole land contained in
said deed from Andrew Davis to Ebenezer & Warren, reference being had for metes & bounds, bears date 9 March 
1806 (recorded 69:365).
Signed: Dimond Warren & wife Phebe Warren, who relinquished dower right & power of thirds in consideration of 
$1 already paid here. Witnessed:  Andrew Stanley, Robert Hosea.

1808 March 7 Deed (78:63):  EBENEZER ELLINWOOD of Amherst, yeoman, to JOHN ELLINWOOD of 
Amherst, yeoman, QUITCLAIM for $2000, certain parcel in Amherst, N.H.,
bounded – beginning at hwy near the bldgs of William Fisk, Esq., being NE corner of premises, thence:
bounding on hwy to land of Bartholomew Dodge Jr.;
by land of Dodge & others to white oak tree marked standing by hwy;
eastwardly by land of Jacob Hildreth to white oak tree marked;
southwardly by land of Hildreth to land of Wm Odel;
eastwardly by Odel’s land to SE corner of premises;
northwardly  by land of Jonathan Hildreth and Dimon Mussey to land of Will’m Fisk Esq to s&s;
westwardly by land of Fisk to s&s;
northwardly by Fisk’s land to s&s;
westwardly to hwy; 
bounding by hwy to BFM.
Signed:  Ebenezer Ellinwood & Mary her X mark Ellinwood. Witnessed:  Will’m Fisk (JP), Allen Fisk. Recorded: 9 
March 1808 by Isaac Brooks, Register.
[Deeds transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman.]
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1807 & 1822 – 106 Horace Greeley Road (NE Corner of Amherst):  
Brothers John & Henry & George Nichols –  father Joseph Nichols

(1858 map:  A. Steele)

Note:  Covered in “Historic Amherst:  Caring for Parents in Old Age:  On Amherst Farms at Beginning of 19th 
Century” (file Amherst_article_lifelease.xxx) published in The Amherst Citizen, 28 July 2015, pages 4 & 7, as 
“Joseph Nichols Farm Near Bedford Line.”

1807 Dec. 8 Deed (76:464): JOSEPH NICHOLS of Amherst, yeoman, sold to JOHN NICHOLS of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $1000 (one thousand dollars), piece of land in Amherst, N.H., beginning at NW corner of land lately 
owned by Shed …
Note: Joshua Shed was absentee owner farm of 114 Horace Greeley Road before purchased by Zaccheus Greeley, 
father of Horace Greeley (born there 1811).

1807 Dec. 8 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (77:60): JOHN NICHOLS of Amherst, yeoman, to JOSEPH NICHOLS
of Amherst, yeoman, for $1000 (one thousand), 100a land in Amherst, N.H., is same parcel which Joseph Nichols 
this day sold unto me [John].
Provided nevertheless if John Nichols shall faithfully & prudently cultivate, improve & carry on the farm and 
deliver to Joseph half the produce thereof, that is, half of cyder, half of apples for common use and for winter, half of
flax dressed fit for use, half of corn, grains, and sauce of all kinds, all of which shall be delivered to Joseph at his 
dwelling house on the premises in due season annually; and that Joseph shall have the free & entire use of the 
dwelling house he now inhabits, shall have the use & improvement of about half an acre of land in front of the house
on easterly side of highway as also a piece of land sufficient for a garden in some convenient place on the premises; 
and also of cutting timber for building boards and shingles, & firewood for his own use; and that John shall summer 
and winter [verbs] for Joseph 2 cows and 6 sheep, one of which cows and four of said sheep to be provided by John 
for the use of Joseph; and that John shall provide a suitable family horse for the use of Joseph & his wife at all times 
when they shall request it; and that John shall allow Joseph & his wife to keep swine & fowls of all kinds on the 
premises at their own expense; 
and furthermore that John shall pay, satisfy & cancel all the just and lawful debts and demands that that now are 
against Joseph; now if John, his heirs & assigns shall faithfully & punctually  fulfill & perform each and all of the 
above conditions according to their true intent and meaning and shall continue to do so during the natural life of 
Joseph & Polly his wife, and to the longest liver of them, so that Joseph & Polly shall have no reasonable cause of 
complaint, then & on these conditions, the foregoing deed to be null & void, otherwise to remain in full force.
Signed: John Nichols. Witnessed: William Fisk (JP), John Whittemore. Recorded: 11 Feb. 1808. Margin note: 
Mortgage discharged for full satisfaction by Joseph Nickels.
[Deed found by KH, 2 July 2015; KH standardized spelling in transcription. Pertains to 106 Horace Greeley Road, 
future homestead of Abiel Steele.]

1822 March 5 Life lease in form of Mortgage (142:8): HENRY NICHOLS of Amherst, husbandman, so JOSEPH 
NICHOLS of Amherst, husbandman, for $600, farm with buildings in northerly part of Amherst, being same which 
[Joseph] purchased by deed dated 18 Nov 1820 of Joseph Hood; see for description.
Condition:   Provided Henry Nichols shall let Joseph & his present wife Polly Nichols have the use & occupancy of 
one half of the dwelling house, including the south fore room, equal privilege in the kitchen, also of the cellar & 
chambers during their natural lives & same to the longest liver; also Henry is to bring unto J & P one half of the 
produce of said farm of every description & income to be delivered & houses in proper season and also to deliver 
half the income of the sheep kept on said farm and also to haul & cut up at the door of J  & P sufficient firewood for 
their use; also to find a horse & carriage for J & P to ride out on proper occasions; also to let J & P have half of the 
swine & fowls raised on said place or farm; all this income to be paid by Henry to J & P until the first day of Dec. 
1826; J & P to find half the food for the swine & fowls during said time (and in case J & P should not live till 1826, 
then to find the above until their decease or in case one should survive then to find but one quarter part of said 
produce of the farm to the survivor & the survivor to furnish one quarter of the food for the swine & fowls until 
1826); and the said Henry is further bound to pay all the just debts of Joseph Nichols which are now contracted & is 
to have the labour of his brothers William & George Nichols while they shall be under the care & control of their 
father, the said Joseph Nichols, for the purpose of helping Henry pay said debts now due. – 
At the expiration of said time or in other words after the 1 st of December 1826, Henry is obligated as follows viz to 
deliver to J & P 10 bushels of corn, 6 bushels of rye & and in case there is any wheat raised on said farm then 1.5 
bushels of wheat is to be paid with 4.5 bushels of rye instead of 6 bushels of rye; also 28 bushels of potatoes, half 
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bushel of beans, half the garden sauce, one third of the cyder and apples yearly during the natural lives of J & P and 
in case of the decease of either of them, then Henry is to bring into the survivor but one half of the above quantity 
yearly. Also Henry shall provide suitable nursing & doctoring for J & P and to the longest liver; also to keep one 
cow & 6 sheep during their natural lives but in case of the decease of one of them to keep for the survivor only 3 
sheep & the cow yearly. – Also to bring into J & P 200 weight of fat pork, $3 worth of beef or $3 in money yearly & 
in case of decease of one of them to find one half of the pork & beef or money yearly to the survivor; & one half 
bushels of salt yearly or half the quantity yearly to the survivor. Also to allow J & P the privilege of keeping fowls 
on said farm during their lives or the longest liver but Henry is not to furnish food for the fowls. The cow & sheep 
are to be furnished by J & P and Henry is to keep them summer and winter. Also Henry is to furnish wood for J & P 
& for the longest liver and haul the same to the door & cut suitable for the fire yearly during their lives & to longest 
liver. Also to furnish or pay to J & P one third part of the flax if any is raised on the farm yearly during their lives & 
half the quantity yearly to the survivor; the use & occupancy of the house as aforesaid during natural lives of J & P; 
and lastly Henry is to give J & P at their decease a decent burial.
Now if Henry shall well & truly perform & do to & for J & P according to the true intent of the parties in the 
foregoing condition, then this deed shall be null & void.
Signed: Henry Nichols. Witnessed: J.K. Smith (JP) & Anna H. Smith. Recorded: 29 March 1824.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman June 2015. Pertains to 106 Horace Greeley Road.]   

1830 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (166:524): GEORGE NICHOLS of Lowell, Mass., carpenter, received $600 
from JOSEPH NICHOLS of Amherst, yeoman, for certain farm with buildings in northerly part of Amherst, N.H., 
being same premises I [George] purchased of Henry Nichols on this day. Reserving to myself all the buildings & 
privileges except such buildings & privileges granted or leased to Joseph & his wife in a deed or obligation Joseph 
Nichols from Henry Nichols (recorded 142:8) & meaning said Joseph & his wife shall use the same they now 
occupy. Provided nevertheless if: George Nichols shall let Joseph Nichols and his present wife Polly Nichols have 
the use and occupancy of half of the dwelling house including the south fore room, equal privileges in the kitchen, 
cellar, and chambers during their natural lives and to the longest liver. Also George is to deliver to Jos & Polly his 
wife 10 bushels of corn, 6 bushels of rye, or in case there is any wheat raised on said farm then 1.5 bushes of wheat 
and 4.5 bushels of rye is to be paid to Jos & Polly in lue of said 6 bushels of rye. Also 28 bushels of potatoes, half 
bushel of beans, half the garden sauces, one third of the cyder & apples yearly during the natural lives of  Joseph & 
Polly Nichols and in case of the decease of either of them, George is to bring into the survivor but one half of the 
above quantities yearly. Also George shall provide suitable nursing and doctoring for Joseph & Polly. Also George to
keep one cow & 6 sheep during their natural lives but in case of the decease of one of them, to keep for summer only
3 sheep and the 1 cow yearly. Also to bring in to Joseph & Polly 200 weight of fat pork & $3 worth of good beef or 
$3 in money yearly and in case of the decease of either, then to the survivor one half of pork & beef or money, and 
half bushel of salt yearly or half the quantity to the survivor. Also to haul cut up at the door of Joseph & Polly good 
& sufficient firewood for their use. Also to find a horse & carriage for Joseph & Polly to ride out on proper 
occasions. Also George is to furnish aforesaid cow & sheep with good keeping summer and winter, they being 
procured or found by Joseph & Polly, one third part of the flax if any raised on said farm yearly during their lives or 
half that quantity to the survivor. The use and occupancy of said house as aforesaid and aforesaid wood is to be 
furnished yearly and in good and due season. Joseph & Polly are to have the privilege to keep fowls on said farm at 
their own expense. Lastly, George is to give Joseph & Polly at their decease a decent burial. Now if George shall 
well & truly perform and do to & for Joseph & Polly according to the true intention & meaning of the parties to the 
foregoing obligation & conditions in due season and in good order, then this deed null & void.
Signed: George Nichols & wife Mary Nichols, in token of release of dower. Witnessed: Henry Nichols, Ezra 
Prescott (JP & Register). Recorded: 8 Aug. 1831. 
Margin: 14 Oct 1831, having received the contents & fulfillment of within mortgage in full do hereby release & 
forever quitclaim premises to said mortgagor & discharge mortgage. Joseph Nickels
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1812 – 27 Walnut Hill Road:  
Henry Howard to support Wm & Susannah Odell

(1858 map:  R. Howard)

Deed 95:344 Date of Deed: 3 Nov 1812 Date Recorded: 21 Nov 1812
Grantor: Henry Howard of Amherst, Cordwainer
Grantee: William Odall of Amherst, husbandman
Life Lease written like a mortgage
Consideration: $1,200.00
Description: [slightly different than 95:342 top of page]
    Farm in Amherst; Beginning at a walnut tree marked, thence:
    Southerly by land of John Johnson about 180 rods to s&s at Joseph Jewett’s;
    Easterly by Jewett’s land about 75 rods;
    Northerly by Jonathan Hildreth’s land to oak tree marked (being Hildreth’s NW corner);
    Easterly by Hildreth’s land about 64 rods to s&s;
    Northerly about 20 rods to s&s;
    Westerly by land of Hildreth & John Ellingwood to the BFM;
    containing 100 acres with all the buildings
ALSO – meadowland same I bought of Stephen Washer by 2 deeds [same description as 95:342 bottom of page]
Provided Nevertheless ... Henry to support & take good care of William & Susannah his wife [Henry’s wife’s 
parents] during their natural lives, perform conditions as set forth in Bond of 3 Nov 1812  or he could buy out for 
$2,000. 
Witness: Jonathan Ellsworth, JK Smith
Signed: Henry Howard, Polly Howard
[Deed abstracted by jlsm.]

1817 – 102 Ponemah Road (SW Corner of Amherst):  Blunt
(1858 map:  G. Danforth)

1817 April 1 Life lease Deed (114:192):  John Blunt of Amherst, hatter, to David Webster Blunt of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $2000:
(1) Tract of land in Amherst, N.H. containing 2 acres and 32 poles being the same land on which my Dwelling 
house & Barn are standing, bounded – south on land occupied by Jacob Danforth; west, north and east by 
land of the heirs of Stephen Kendrick deceased.  Being the same land I purchased of Isaac Blunt by deed 
dated 11 January 1795.
(2) Also piece of meadowland in Amherst containing about one acre and 93 rods ...
Being same I purchased of Hannah Nichols Administratrix by deed dated 27 April 1792 (recorded 30:338)
(3) Also tract of land in Amherst, containing 30 acres more or less,
bounded – beginning at road leading from Isaac How’s to Isaac Abbot’s ...
Being same I purchased of Moses Town by deed dated 20 March 1792.
Provided nevertheless – Conditions – if David W. Blunt fails to perform conditions, then deed void: 
First:  David W. Blunt shall not sell any of this land during the life of John Blunt and/or his wife Sarah Blunt.
Second:  David W. Blunt shall assume and pay all debts now owed by John Blunt to any person or persons.
Third:  David W. Blunt shall support & maintain John Blunt & Sarah Blunt during their natural lives, and shall 
provide them with Clothing, Meats, Drinks, Lodging and Firewood and one separate room to be by them or the 
survivor of them selected, and shall in sickness and health provide for them comfortable as they now support 
themselves.
Fourth:  David W. Blunt shall provide for and maintain his sister Sophia until she reaches the age of 18 in the same 
manner as she would have been had this deed not been made.
Signed:  John Blunt & wife Sarah Blunt, in token of relinquishment of her dower right.  Witnessed:  Timo. Danforth 
(JP), John Blunt Jr.  Recorded:  2 April 1817 by Isaac Brooks, register.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2023; online FamilySearch catalog images 406-407; cool 
sketch of profile face by register of deeds.  Tract 1 is 102 Ponemah Road, which David W. Blunt would own until 
1839.]
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1817 – At/on Baboosic Pond:  
John N. Wheeler to support father Timothy Wheeler

1817 July 5 Deed (114:459): TIMOTHY WHEELER of Amherst, carpenter, sold to JOHN N. WHEELER of 
Amherst, cordwainer, for $650, tract of land in Amherst, N.H., “being the farm on which I now live,” bounded – 
beginning at maple tree marked on Baboosook [sic] pond, thence:
westerly to s&s by Isaac Weston's land;
southerly bounding on Weston's land & land of Thos. Kearneys to s&s by Howard's land;
eastwardly to Baboosook pond;
bounding on pond in northerly direction to BFM.
Signed: Timothy Wheeler. Witnessed: William Read, J.K. Smith (JP). Recorded: 5 July 1817 by Isaac Brooks, Reg.
[Deed 114:459 transcribed/abstracted by KH, April 2015. Note: The grantor was the father of the grantee. See 
114:460.]

1817 July 5 Mortgage and life lease (114:460): JOHN N. WHEELER of Amherst, cordwainer, conveyed to 
TIMOTHY WHEELER of Amherst, carpenter, one half of tract of land in Amherst, N.H., being farm this day 
deeded to me [John N. Wheeler] by “my honoured father” Timothy Wheeler, containing 80 acres, meaning to 
convey only the one half quantity for quality of land & buildings. Provided nevertheless that if John N. Wheeler 
perform the condition of a certain bond of this date given by Jno N. Wheeler to Timothy Wheeler for $450 for the 
support of Timothy during his natural life according to the true intent & meaning of the parties, then this deed & 
bond shall be null & void.
Signed: John Wheeler. Witnessed: William Read, J. K. Smith (JP). Recorded: 5 July 1817.
[Deed 114:460 transcribed/abstracted by KH, April 2015.]

1817 – 29 Austin Road (Northern Part of Amherst):  
Timothy Hartshorn to support father John Hartshorn

(1858 map: T. B. Parker)

1817 March 17 Deed (115:4): JOHN HARTSHORN of Amherst, yeoman, sold to TIMOTHY HARTSHORN of 
Amherst, yeoman, for $1500, several tracts of land in Amherst, N.H.:
1) Tract of land containing about 60 acres being First Division Lot 56, bounded –
northerly & easterly by land of Bartholomew Dodge;
southerly partly by Lot 8 & partly by land owned formerly by David Hartshorn;
westerly by land claimed by Joshua Pettengill.
2) Tract of land containing about 24 acres, bounded –
beginning on south line of aforesaid lot at white pine tree marked, thence:
South about 54 rods to small oak tree marked;
West about 71 rods to large red oak tree marked;
North about 54 rods to SW corner of the lot before described;
Easterly to BFM.
3) Piece of woodland containing 23 acres by measure being same which I purchased by deed of Solomon Stevens 
bearing date 23 Jan. 1810 (recorded 85:152, see for bounds).
4) Parcel of land containing about 3 acres, bounded – 
beginning at Prince's bridge & running down the brook eastward to the entrance of another brook & then running up 
the stream southwesterly to land owned by Josiah Howard; thence running northward by Howard's land to hwy; then
by hwy to bridge (BFM).
Signed: John Hartshorn. Witnessed: Isaac Brooks (JP & Register), Luther D. Brooks. Recorded: 17 March 1817.

1817 March 17 Life Lease/Obligation (115:6): I TIMOTHY HARTSHORN of Amherst, yeoman, am held and stand
firmly bound to JOHN HARTSHORN of Amherst, yeoman, in the sum of $1500 to be paid to J.H. or his certain 
attorney, executors, administrators or assigns. I bind myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators with these 
present sealed with my seal dated 17 March 1817. The condition of this obligation is that whereas J.H. has this day 
deeded his interest or farm to his son Timothy for the purpose of being comfortably supported in his advanced age – 
and for this purpose Timothy promises & engages:
to carry on & cultivate said farm in a good and husbandlike manner – and to pay & deliver to John yearly & every 
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year during John's natural life – the one half of the produce of said farm, the hay & pasturing to be excepted;  
to keep John 2 cows & 6 sheep well summer and winter & their lambs to be kept till the fall of the year & to furnish 
them with such attendance as they many need;
to provide a horse for the use of John to ride when he may need or require the same;
to furnish John with one half the cyder, [but] where there is no more than 20 barrels made, John is to have but 10 
barrels of cyder, which cyder is to be put unto the cellar;
John is to have the use of one half the dwelling house now standing on the farm, with a privilege or liberty to the 
well of water as usual;
to furnish John with as much good firewood as he may need, brought to his door, cut, split & prepared ready for the 
fire at all times when required or necessary.
Now if Timothy shall well & truly perform & fulfill all the things herein contained according to the true intent & 
meaning thereof without fraud, coven or delay, then this obligation shall be void; otherwise remain in full force & 
virtue.
Signed: Timothy Hartshorn. Witnessed: Isaac Brooks (JP & Register), Luther D. Brooks. Recorded: 17 March 1817.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2015. See deed 115:4 and mortgage115:7.]

1817 March 17  Mortgage (115:7): TIMOTHY HARTSHORN of Amherst, yeoman, received $1500 from JOHN 
HARTSHORN of Amherst, for land in Amherst, N.H.:
first tract containing about 60a being 2d [sic] Division Lot 56;
second tract containing 24a;
third tract containing 3a;
being the homestead farm & all the land which my honored father conveyed to me by deed this day.
Provided nevertheless this deed is given upon express condition that whereas Timothy has this day given a bond to 
his hon'l father bearing even date with this deed of mortgage (see for condition) with bond for $1500, now if 
Timothy shall well & truly perform the several things therein according to true intent & meaning thereof, then this 
deed shall be null & void …
Signed: Timothy Hartshorn. Witnessed: Isaac Brooks, Luther D. Brooks. Recorded: 17 march 1817.

1817 Amherst tax invoice – northern 'third' part (Records Vol. 2, page 302):
Hartshorn Timo. Jr. – 1 poll; 1 horse, 2 oxen 5-yrs-old, 4 cows, 1 2-yr-old; 1.5a orcharding, 2a arable land, 6a 
mowing, 6a pasturing; wild land & bldgs $100. [No other Hartshorn in this section.]

1818 – 54 Brook Road (Northern Part of Amherst):  
Reuben Stearns to support Ebenezer Ellenwood (3rd)

(1858 map:  A. Stevens)

1818 Dec. Deed (121:374):  Ebenezer Ellenwood of Amherst, yeoman, to Reuben Stearns of Amherst, yeoman,
for $2000 – “my homestead farm” in Amherst, N.H., containing 200 acres,
bounded – beginning on the line of Phinehas Upham’s land, thence:
westerly about 39 rods to s&s;
north to the old original line to s&s;
westerly to s&s on a line of Hartshorn, Campbell & Upham;
north by land of Wm Hartshorn 170 rods or thereabouts to s&s;
westerly by land of Hartshorn & Isaac Chickering to s&s;
north by land of Melandy about 80 rods to a maple tree marked;
easterly about 80 rods by land of Nath Melandony [Melendy surely] to s&s;
south about 80 rods by said Nath Melendy to a red oak tree marked;
east by Melendy & John Patterson’s land about 80 rods to s&s;
north about 20 rods by land of Patterson to s&s;
easterly by Patterson to s&s at Upham’s corner;
south by land of Upham about 50 rods to s&s;
still south to s&s 
east 10 rods to s&s;
southwest by land of Upham to white oak tree marked about 30 rods;
west about 35 rods to s&s;
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south about 14 rods to s&s;
west about 14 rods to s&s;
westerly to the corner of the wall by the barn yard
as the wall runs to BFM.
Reserving & excepting a mill spot which I have heretofore sold to Wm Dole & Joseph Harvell.
Also reserving to myself during my natural life the west part of the house from the fore door & the chamber over the
same & the west celler under said house, meaning the house &c situate on said farm.
Also reserving the use & privilege of the well & the brook  
Signed:  Ebenezer Ellenwood.  Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (JP & Register), Abel Prince.  
NB The true meaning & intent of the grantor & grantee in this deed is that Reuben Stearns shall cut no timber of 
said farm without leave or liberty from said Ellenwood during said Ellenwood’s natural life.
Signed:  Reuben Stearns.  Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks, Stephen J. Lovejoy.
Recorded: 12 Dec. 1818.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Aug. 2023; online FamilySearch catalog image 202.]

1818 Dec. 10 Life Lease (121:375):  Reuben Stearns of Amherst, yeoman, stand firmly bound 
to Ebenezer Ellenwood of Amherst, yeoman, in sum of $3000 –
The condition of this obligation is such  that whereas Ellenwood, being advanced in years & desirous of making 
suitable provision for his comfort & support of life, has by his deed of warranty of this date conveyed to Stearns his 
homestead farm situated in Amherst, for which:
Stearns on his part doth covenant & agree with Ellenwood to carry on & cultivate said farm in a good & husbandlike
manner, making no strip or waste thereon.
And Stearns covenants & agrees to give to Ellenwood one half of the Pasturage & to deliver yearly & every year the
one half of the hay, the one half of all the grain, potatoes, sauces, flax, apples & cyder, &c which are raised on said 
farm.
And Stearns further agrees to provide a sufficiency of good wood, brought to the door cut, split, & prepared for 
Ellenwood’s fires & if need require carry said wood into his apartment.
Also Stearns agrees to do or cause to be done all Ellenwood’s mending, washing & the making of his cloaths & also 
to cook all his victuals in good order.
Also a privilege of one half the hog pen, wood house & barn.
And Stearns further agrees to furnish Ellenwood with nursing & doctoring in case of sickness & 
Also to tend all Ellenwood’s stock of cattle when necessity requires it.
And also to furnish Ellenwood a horse to use or ride when he pleases.
Also Stearns further agrees to pay John Warren the grandson of Ellenwood $100 when John shall arrive at the age of
21 years but if he should decease before said age, then in that case Stearns shall pay the sum to Phebe Warren, 
John’s own Mother. 
Also Stearns further agrees to pay one half of the taxes on the improved land & the whole of the taxes on the wild 
land.
Now if Stearns shall (during the natural life of Ellenwood) well and truly perform & fulfil all the things herein 
contained & pay the sum of money as aforesaid according to the true intent and meaning thereof without fraud 
coven  or delay, then this obligation shall be void.
Signed:  Reuben Stearns.  Witnessed:  Isaac Brooks (IP & Register), Luther D. Brooks.
Followed by Mortgage deed.  $2000.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Aug. 2023. Pertains to 54 Brook Road.]

1822 – Baboosic Lake Road:  Joseph Jewett

From Jackie Marshall:  Amherst_House_BabLkRd_jewettJohn_where_byjlsm.doc (Katrina’s name for her file)

13:468 Date of Deed: 7 Jul 1785 Date Recorded: 11 Jul 1785
Grantor: Joseph Jewett of Amherst, husbandman
Grantee: Joseph Jewett, Jr., of Amherst, husbandman
Consideration: £30
Description: Land in Amherst NH
    Beginning at NE corner of Premises at s&s, the NW corner of Amos Truel
    S by Truell, 57 rods to s&s
 13 - W by Holts land (...?)
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    N by Holts land 57 rods to s&s
    E by William Odell, 60 rods to Beginning
Containing: 20 acres
Reference: none  

134:585 Date of Deed: 23 May 1817 Date Recorded: 22 Mar 1822
Grantor: Henery Howard, of Amherst NH, yeoman
Grantee: Joseph Jewett, of Amherst NH, yeoman
Consideration: $20.00
Description: Land in Amherst, the SE corner of my homestead
    Beginning at the SE corner of the Premises at s&s
    W bounding on Jewett’s land to road or cartway, s&s
    N straight line to stonewall
    E to meadow, s&s
    S straight line to Beginning
Containing: 2 acres 

134:586 Date of Deed: 11 Mar 1822 Date Recorded: 11 Mar 1822
Grantor: Joseph Jewett of Amherst, yeoman
Grantee: Joseph Jewett, Jr., of Amherst, husbandman
Consideration: $200.00
Description: The farm on which I now live, Bounded viz:
    On the S by Josiah Jewett

W by Josiah Jewett
N by Henry Howard & land of Ira Whiting
E by the pond and land of Ira Whiting

Reference: The same that I purchased of my father, Joseph Jewett on 7 Jul 1785, 13:468
   Also of Samuel Truel 5 Jul 1805
   Also of Jonathan Hildreth, 18 Dec 1810, 88:341
   And of Henry Howard, 23 May 1817
Containing: 29 acres
Signed: Joseph X Jewett (his mark)
Witness: Josiah Jewett & Henry Howard

135:103 Date of Deed: 11 Mar 1822 Date Recorded: 11 Mar 1822
Grantor: Joseph Jewett, Jr., of Amherst NH, yeoman
Grantee: John Secomb, of Amherst NH, gentleman
Consideration: $400.00
Description: Tract of land in Amherst, NH; the homestead farm of my father Joseph Jewett, this day conveyed to me,
see for description
PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS – My father has conveyed to me his homestead farm in consideration of which I am
to do and perform certain articles of agreement made today with John Secomb, hereunto annexed. Now if Joseph 
Jewett Jr. shall do his part of agreement, then this deed shall be void, otherwise in full force. 
Signed: Joseph X Jewett, Jr. (his mark)
Witness: Josiah Jewett & Henry Howard
AGREEMENT: Whereas Joseph Jewett conveyed today to me land in Amherst, his homestead farm, 29 acres; Made 
to me with view to settle his worldly affairs – 
   1) I will not sell any part of the land during my father’s lifetime or of my mother Sarah Jewett without consent of 
Amherst Selectmen in writing on the back hereof
   2) I will do everything possible to support & maintain my father & at his decease give him a decent burial & in 
case of difficulty shall be left to Amherst Selectmen
   3) I am to settle & pay all debts of my father within 1 year of his decease unless creditors agree to wait
   4) I am to permit my Mother, Sarah to live in the house & do what I can to support her & at her decease give her a 
decent burial, But if she takes her dower or marries again this is void
   5) I am to permit my brothers and sister to live with me as long as the Selectmen say I ought; Provided they 
behave well to me & to my Mother, & do what they can towards supporting themselves & assisting me in supporting
my Mother and each other
   6) At the decease of my Mother it is the Selectmen to say what I ought to give out to my brothers & sister.
I am not bound beyond the amount of said property & I can quit by giving up the title.
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Signed: Joseph X Jewett, Jr. (his mark)
Witness: Josiah Jewett & Henry Howard
[Jewett series of deeds abstracted by jlsm.]

1822 May: “Died. In this town [Amherst, N.H.] Joseph Jewett [no age].” (Farmers' Cabinet, 1 June 1822)
1822 May: “Died. In this town [Amherst, N.H.] on Wednesday last … Mr. Joseph Jewett, aged 65.” (Hillsboro 
Telegraph, 1 June 1822.)

1829 Nov 27, Amherst. Auction. Will be sold at public auction, on Wednesday next, the Second day of December, at 
the house of the subscriber in Amherst, at one o'clock P.M. One Cart; 1 Plough; Shovels, Forks; Planes; Augars; 
Hand-saw; Grindstone; Earthen Ware; Pots, Kettles and other iron ware; 1 Bedstead; Spinning Wheel; 1 Crane, and 
other articles. JOSEPH JEWETT. [The Farmers' Cabinet, 28 Nov 1829, page 3]

1823 – (Road Amherst to Merrimack): 
Agreement betw Robert Brown & parents William Brown Jr. & wife Tabitha

85:523
Date of Deed: 28 Mar 1810 Acknowledged & Recorded same date
Grantor: Aaron Boutell of Amherst husbandman
Grantee: William Brown Jr & Tabitha Brown his wife, in her right
Consideration: $20.00
Description: land in Amherst, a part of my homestead
    Beginning at a white oak tree on South side of the road leading from Amherst to Merrimac by Col. Means land
    East bounding on said road 13 rods
    South 24 1/3 rods
    West 13 rods to Means land
    North 24 1/3 rods on Means land to bounds first mentioned
Containing 2 acres
Signed: Aaron X Boutel.  Witness: J.K. Smith, Aaron Whitney

136:623  [William Brown Jr, s/o William Hodges Brown]
Date of Deed: 4 Jan 1823 Acknowledged & Recorded same date
Grantor: William Brown Jr and Tabitha Brown (his wife) of Amherst, Labourer & Spinster
Grantee: Robert Brown of Amherst, labourer
Consideration: $100.00
Description: Land in Amherst being the land reserved to William Brown Jr by Aaron Boutell in a deed of his land to 
the town of Amherst 12 Nov 1813. The same which Aaron conveyed by deed to Tabotha Brown; containing 2 acres
Signed: William X Brown Jr, Tabitha X Brown
Witness: John Secomb, Daniel Campbell Jr.

136:624 Indenture Deed [Life Lease]
Date of Indenture: 4 Jan 1823 Signed, acknowledged & recorded same date
One Part: Robert Brown of Amherst
Other Part: William Brown Jr of Amherst
William Brown Jr & Tabitha his wife for consideration of Services performed & money advanced by Robert Brown 
for benefit & use of William & Family have this day executed deed to their real estate in Amherst to Robert; and 
William has by bill of sale transferred his personal property to Robert. For consideration aforesaid.
Robert Brown, in consideration of the filial affection he bears toward William and Tabitha, agrees that William and 
Tabitha with their children shall have quiet and peaceable possession of said deeded premises & also of the 
household furniture mentioned in the bill of sale during their natural lives, and also use of farming tools, sheep, and 
swine mentioned in bill of sale, so far as is necessary for the cultivation of said land and the convenience and 
support of themselves and family.
And William & Tabitha agree that Robert shall enjoy a quiet & peaceable home with them when he pleases; that 
they will take due care of land, buildings & stocks belonging to Robert & also of the farming utensils & household 
furniture committed to their charge by Robert and they will not dispose of any of it without his consent.
Signed: Robert Brown, William X Brown Jr, Tabitha X Brown
Witness: John Secomb, Daniel Campbell Jr 
[Deed abstracted by jlsm, 2014; checked by KMH, Feb. 2023; online FamilySearch catalog image 641]
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1826 – 348 Route 101:  
James Bell to support [first mother-in-law,] widow Nancy Barnett  
(1858 map:  T, Hartshorn; house built shortly after 1760)

1826 Jan. 4 Deed (146:367):  NANCY BARNETT of Amherst, widow, to JAMES BELL of Amherst, gentleman, for
$1000, tract of land partly in Amherst & partly in Bedford, N.H., containing 150 acres more or less,
bounded – beginning at SW corner of premises, thence running:
northerly by land of David Melvin and land of Foster Wyatt to NW corner of premises;
easterly by land formerly owned by Samuel Wyatt to s&s; 
southerly by land of Solomon Prince to s&s;
easterly by Prince’s land to white pine tree marked near the bridge called the old County bridge;
northerly across the brook to s&s; easterly by land of John Aiken to s&s; southerly by land of Aiken to s&s;
westerly by land of Peter Proctor to s&s; near the same course by land of Aaron Gage to s&s;
southwesterly by land of Gage to s&s; westerly by land of Gage and land of Solomon Prince to s&s;
southerly by land of Prince to s&s in centre of brook;
westerly by land of Aiken to s&s on line between towns of Amherst and Bedford;
northerly by land formerly owned by Moses Tenant to s&s; westerly to BFM.
Being the same land which I [Barnett] purchased of Solomon Barron by deed dated 11 March 1808 (recorded 
78:188).
Signed:  Nancy Barnett. Witnessed:  Charles Richardson, Edmund Parker (JP). Recorded:  8 Feb. 1826.

1826 Jan. 24 Life Lease as Mortgage (146:368):  JAMES BELL to NANCY BARNETT, for $1000,
land partly in Amherst & partly in Merrimack [sic, error = Bedford], containing 150 acres, bounded on:
west by land of David Melvin; north by Foster Wyat and Solomon Prince; east by John Aiken’s heirs;
and south by Simeon Kenney, Aaron Gage, Solomon Prince and Daniel Wheeler.
Being same premises this day conveyed to me [Bell] by Nancy Barnett, same which she purchased of Solomon 
Barron on 11 March 1808 (recorded 78:188).
Provided if James Bell (heirs, executors, administrators or assigns) shall well & truly support & maintain Nancy 
during her natural life according to the true intent and meaning of a certain bond of even date with these presents 
and shall well & truly perform the conditions, then this deed shall be void.
Signed:  James Bell. Witnessed:  Charles Richardson, Edmund Parker (JP). Recorded:  8 Feb. 1826.
Margin Note:  Dated 1831 Oct. 20. Discharge (“Having received the principal & interest …”) signed by Nancy 
Barnett.
[Deeds transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Aug. 2019. (Originals in Nashua; online FamilySearch catalog 
deed image 496. Is 348 Route 101, which in 1831 would become Hillside Farm of Timothy Hartshorn (deed 
167:480).]

Genealogy:  James Bell (1792-1864; b. Bedford, N.H.; died Bolton, Mass.) was son of Joseph Bell (1757-1828; b. 
Bedford, d. Amherst) & Mary nee Houston (d. Dec. 1830 at Amh).  James Bell’s first wife, Mary “Polly” Barnett, to 
whom he was married in 1813, had died in November 1825 at age 33 (Farmers’ Cabinet, 19 Nov. 1825).  Children 
of/by first wife Polly, all probably b. Amherst,  were:  Brooks Bell (c.1818-1865; d. Chelsea, Mass.); a child who 
died April 1823; Calista (b. c. 1821; m. 1848 at Haverhill, N.H. Wm McPherson of Boston; d. 1910 at Scituate, 
Mass.); and Orfah (b. c 1825 at Amh; m. Walter McPherson; d. 1888 at Boston, Mass.).  James Bell m2. Sep 1826 
Rebecca Weston of Amherst.  Children by second wife, all born in Haverhilll, N.H., were:  Letitia (1828-1870; m. 
Dr. Windsor H. Bigalow; d. Bolton, Mass.); Rosina (1829-1908; m. Lyman Moore; d. Scituate, Mass.); James W. 
Bell (c.1832-1903; d. Boston, Mass.); John Bell (1837-1911); Charles H. (c.1843-1898; d. Boston, Mass.).
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1827 – 302 / 304 Route 101 (houses at corner with Schoolhouse Road):
William H. Lovejoy to support father Jonathan Lovejoy & widow

(Howard Locke: T153; 1858 map: J. Avery; 1892 map: J. A. Skinner; = 304)
(Possibly instead Locke’s T152; 1858 map: Gutterson; 1892 map:  F. Noyes; = 302.)
Note:  302 and 304 Route 101 lots were split in 1854. The house at 304 Rte 101 was moved to 7 Saddle Hill Rd in 
1989.
in Katrina's file Amherst_House_SaddleHill7_Weller.odt

1827 March 1 Deed (153:346):  JONATHAN LOVEJOY of Amherst, Yeoman, sold to WILLIAM H. LOVEJOY of 
Amherst, Yeoman, for $2000, (1) 150 acre farm in Amherst, N.H., and (2) church pew.
(1) Tract of land in Amherst on the road leading from Amherst to Bedford, containing 150 acres more or less, “being
the farm on which I now live,” 
bounded – beginning at the bridge on the road southwesterly of the house, thence: 
southerly by middle of brook …
(2) Also my Pew in Amherst meeting house, reserving to myself and my wife during our natural lives, and of either 
of us, the use of one half of the same.
Signed: Jonathan Lovejoy & wife Olive Lovejoy in token of relinquishment of dower. Witnessed: Sarah Parker, 
Edmund Parker (JP). Recorded:  1828 March 1 by Isaac Brooks, Register.
[Deed abstracted by KH July 2019.]

1828 Jan 5 (recorded date) Mortgage Deed (153:46): WILLIAM H. LOVEJOY of Amherst, Yeoman, received 
$2000 paid by JONATHAN LOVEJOY of Amherst, Yeomen, for 150 acres in Amherst, N.H., 
tract on road leading from Amherst to Bedford, beginning at bridge on road southwesterly of house, 
thence southerly by middle of brook to land of Jacob Kimball, 
abutters Moses Noyes and Holten Kimball, 
…

1827 March 1 Life Lease Deed (153:48-51): Agreement between JONATHAN LOVEJOY of Amherst, 
yeoman, on the one part, and WILLIAM HOWARD LOVEJOY of Amherst, yeoman, on the other part, 
Witnesseth:  That whereas Jonathan Lovejoy has this day given to William H. Lovejoy a warranty deed of
all his lands in Amherst, N.H., being the homestead farm on which he now resides, and
whereas the true intend, meaning and consideration of said conveyance is to secure to JONATHAN 
LOVEJOY and OLIVE LOVEJOY his wife a comfortable support and maintenance during their natural 
lives, and make some provisions for their other children who have not received any portion of Jonathan’s 
estate,
Now therefore in order the more fully to carry said intention into effect and the better to enable William to
perform his Covenants hereinafter named, Jonathan on his part in consideration of the covenants and 
Agreements of William H. Lovejoy hereinafter mentioned sells, assigns transfers and makes over to 
William H. all the farming tools of every name and nature now owned by Jonathan and used on said farm 
to be the sole property of William; also all the stock now owned by Jonathan and kept on said farm 
excepting the best pair of oxen, one horse, two cows, two yearling steers and four sheep which said oxen, 
horse, cows, yearlings and sheep remain the property of Jonathan as though this agreement had not been 
made, and the rest of the stock becomes the sole property of William.
And William, on his part, in consideration of the conveyance of the farm, farming tools and stock 
aforesaid covenants and agrees with Jonathan his heirs executors and administrators as follows, viz:
First – That William (his heirs, executors and administrators) will use, carry on and improve the land 
conveyed to him by Jonathan in a good husbandlike manner so that it shall with the blessing of God on 
the seasons produce as much one year with another as it has heretofore done, and that he or they will 
bring in and deliver to Jonathan yearly for his support and maintenance and each year during the natural 
lives of Jonathan, one half of all the produce raised on said farm or land, of every kind excepting hay 
and fodder, which are to be the sole property of William, and the Hops as hereinafter specified, the said 
produce to be delivered in its proper season, the corn in the ear, the grain threshed and cleaned, the 
potatoes dug and put in the cellar, and the cider__ put in casks, the casks to be furnished by Jonathan, and 
in case it should be necessary to repair the casks, or replace them with new ones, William is to permit 
Jonathan to cut timber on the said land sufficient  for either of those purposes;
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and also that  he will permit Jonathan to occupy and improve a suitable spot of land for a garden for his 
own use if he require it;
it being understood that the produce of the said William’s dairy is not included in the above agreement.
Second –  That William will keep for Jonathan during his natural life on said farm two cows, two young 
creatures and four sheep, both summer and winter, to be well kept and tended by William, the said cows, 
young creatures and sheep to be furnished by Jonathan and with their produce and increase to be his sole 
property, and __ of as he pleases, the lambs to be suffered to run with the sheep till they are fit for the 
market but the William is not bound to take care of said cows otherwise than to feed them nor to sheer 
said sheep and William also agrees to keep for Jonathan a horse, as hereinafter specified.
Third – That William will permit Jonathan with such family as he may have to use and occupy the whole 
of the old house, or house __ on the farm during the natural life of Jonathan and will keep the outside of 
said house in good tenantable repair, but Jonathan is not to let the same, nor any part of it, to any other 
person nor permit any other family to occupy it.
Fourth – That William will seasonably each year during the natural life of Jonathan procure for Jonathan 
at his Door a sufficient quantity of good fire wood in suitable proportion of hard and soft wood, and cut 
and split the same fit for the fire if required by Jonathan.
Fifth – That William will keep for Jonathan on said farm, summer and winter, the horse now owned by 
Jonathan, and Jonathan and his family to use the same when wanted but William is also be be permitted to
use said horse to do the work on said farm and otherwise as he may wish when said horse is not 
particularly wanted by Jonathan and his family; but whenever Jonathan shall sell or dispose of said horse, 
then William is at liberty to keep a horse of his own and in that case he is to keep a good steady family 
horse and permit Jonathan and his wife to use said horse at all times they may wish, and while William so
furnishes Jonathan and wife with a good horse, he is not to keep any other one for Jonathan; but in case 
he fails to keep such an one for their use then he is to keep one as above specified for Jonathan in case 
Jonathan furnishes one and wishes it kept.
Sixth – That William will also keep on said farm a good gig waggon or chaise and permit Jonathan and 
his wife to use the same when they wish to use them.
Seventh – And William further covenants and agrees with Jonathan that in case he William should plant 
or set out a hop yard on said farm, that he will bring in and deliver to Jonathan yearly and each year 
during his natural life, one third part of the hops raised in said yard to be delivered in the bag in 
merchantable order. 
Eighth – And in case Jonathan should die leaving a widow and she should not claim dower in the 
premises then William for himself his heirs executors and administrators covenants and agrees with 
Jonathan his heirs executors and administrators that William will carry on and improve said farm in the 
manner specified in the first Article and will bring in and deliver to __ wife yearly for her support and 
mainainance and each year during her natural life, one fourth part of the produce of said farm [and] in 
all other respects as aforesaid. Also that he will keep for her use two cows and four sheep as aforesaid and
provide and cut her firewood as aforesaid. Also permit her and such family as she may have with her to 
occupy one half of the old house as aforesaid and a garden as aforesaid and will also furnish her with a 
horse and waggon or chaise as aforesaid but no hopes to be delivered to said widow.
Ninth – And William for himself his heirs, executors and administrators further covenants and agrees with
Jonathan his heirs executors and administrators that he William will pay to PHILIP LOVEJOY son of 
Jonathan the sum of $50 to be paid to him or his heirs within ten years from the date of these Presents but 
without interest till the expiration of said time; and that he will pay to JONATHAN LOVEJOY JUNIOR, 
another son of Jonathan the sum of $100 to be paid within one year from the decease of Jonathan with 
interest from the decease of Jonathan. 
And Jonathan on his part further covenants and agrees with William that he Jonathan will pay or cause to 
be paid all taxes assessed on his poll and also any stock which may be kept for him by William but in 
case Jonathan should not own a horse he is not to pay any taxes for the horse.
Signed:  William H. Lovejoy and Jonathan Lovejoy. Witnessed: Sarah Parker and Edmund Parker [local lawyer & JP
and his wife]. Recorded:  5 January 1828.
[Deed 153:46 abstracted by K. Holman 9/2011, more fully transcribed 7/2019. Pertains to 302 and 304 Route 101 
lots, bisected by Schoolhouse Road, and also land lying south of highway.]
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1827 – Route 101, west side, south of junction with south end Old Manch. Rd: 
Jotham Hildreth to support parents, Samuel & Betsey  
(1858 map:  S. Seavey; house built c. 1801; 1821 destroyed by fire & rebuilt; disappeared after 1876)

1815 June 30 (106:209):  Samuel Hildreth of Amh, yeoman, sold to James Prince of Amh, yeoman,– for $1000, 
farm in Amherst, N.H., with all the buildings thereon: 
(1) 37.75a by measure, being same land Sam purchased of Jotham Hildreth (see deed by Daniel Warner Esq. to 
Jacob Hildreth);
(2) all that piece of land which [Samuel] and [his] brother Jotham Hildreth purchased of Jonathan & J.K. Smith,
reserving all exceptions & reservations therein mentioned.
Both pieces being my homestead farm, bounded – 
on the northerly end upon land of J. K Smith; westerly on land of Wm Low & Col. Robt Means; 
southerly on land of Isaac Chickering; easterly on land of said Smith & David Hildreth to Jacob Hildreth’s 
southwesterly corner.
Signed:  Sam. Hildreth.  Witnessed:  J. K. Smith (JP), Betsey Henchman.  Recorded:  same day.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2025; online FamilySearch deed image 439. Subsequent deed 
identifies this farm as being “on the road leading to Bedford” and containing about 80 acres (deed 153:20 of 1827).]

1816:  “For Sale, A FARM, situated in Amherst, about one mile from the meetinghouse, lying on the main road from
Amherst to Concord, containing about 80 ares of mowing, pasture, tillage, and wood land. There is on the same a 
good house and barn, well finished; a handsome orchard, sufficient to produce 15 or 20 barrels of cider annually; 
and a good well of water. Said farm is nearly closed in with stone wall. For further particulars inquire of JAMES
PRINCE, or SAMUEL HILDRETH now living on the premises. Amherst, July 19, 1816.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 27
July 1816, p. [4].)

1821 Sep. (lease deed 136:245):  Samuel Hildreth of Amherst, husbandman, 
in consideration of one Peck of Indian corn of the value thereof to be paid yearly by John Purple of Amherst, 
laborer, or in the case of his death by his wife Lydia Purple during her life, 
let, hired, leased to John & Lydia Purple while they shall reside, occupy and live thereon and no longer, 
a certain piece of land in Amherst containing 100 square rods, 
bounded – beginning by the south side of the road leading from Amherst to Bedford and on the west line of the 
homestead upon which the said Samuel now resides,
thence S 2 degrees E on the line of said lot and by the land of R. Means, Esq. 7.5 rods to s&s in a run or meadow,
thence E 2 degrees N in said run or meadow 10 rods to s&s;
thence N 5 degrees W by my [Sam’s] land to the road aforesaid 12.5 rods,
thence West, Southerly by said road 11.5 rods to BFM,
with the right to erect any Buildings thereon or use any materials for building thereon, or fencing the premises; to 
plant and cultivate the same in any manner which John may think conducive to his interest and advantage, and in 
case Lydia shall survive her husband she shall [have same privileges and right to occupy any buildings thereon as 
long as she remains his widow].  The Purples may not lease or let to anyone else without the consent of Samuel or 
his heirs or assigns.
John Purple covenants and agrees at his own cost and charge to fence and enclose the lot on every side, and the same
fence to keep and maintain for his own benefit as long as he or Lydia shall occupy & live on the premises;
The parties agree that at the decease of John & his wife Lydia, Samuel, his heirs or assigns, shall have full right and 
lawful authority to enter upon and take possession of the premises with all or any buildings and improvements 
without allowing or paying to any person any sum or consideration for the improvements, buildings or betterments 
which shall have been done, made or performed by John & Lydia during their lives; the premises shall revert to the 
property of Samuel, his heirs or assigns, without further consideration.
And it is understood that Purple is to pay all taxes which may hereafter be assessed on said leased premises while he
remains thereon.

Signed:  Sam. Hildreth; John his X mark Purple; Lydia her X mark Purple.  Elizabeth Hildreth, Sam’s wife, 
was supposed to sign to release her dower right during the term of the lease, but her signature is missing.

Recorded:  August 1822.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted  by Katrina Holman, Aug. 2025; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 447]

Genealogy Note:  John Purple (1753-1842; b. England; d. Amherst); Revolutionary War vet; married 1785 to 
widow Lydia Lewis/Lewes; in Amherst censuses 1790, 1810, 1820.
RESEARCH QUERY:  Was house built by Purple? Is it house occupied by Hannah Pike, 72, in 1850 census?
1821:  “FIRES.  On Tuesday morning last, the dwelling house of Mr. Samuel Hildreth, of this town [Amherst], was 
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consumed by fire, with nearly all its contents. The fire took while the family were out and had made such progress 
before discovered as to render it impossible to quench the flames or save the property.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 17 Nov. 
1821, p. [3].)
1822:  “NOTICE. Whereas BETSEY, my wife, has absented herself from my house, and has declared she will no 
longer live with me – 1 hereby forbid all persons harboring or trusting her on my account, as I am determined to pay
no debts of her contracting, after his date. SAMUEL HILDRETH. Amherst, Sept. 4, 1822.” (Farmers’ Cabinet, 14 
Sep. 1822, p. [4].)  Note:  I suppose she returned else she would not have been included in the 1827 life lease bond 
of their son (see below).

1827 Dec. 11 Deed (153:29):   James Prince of Amh, yeoman, to Jotham Hildreth of Amh, yeoman – for $1000,
a certain tract of land in Amherst on the road leading from Amherst to Bedford, containing about 80 acres,
bounded – south on land of Isaac Chickering; east by land of J.K. Smith and David Hildreth; 
north by land of Jacob Hildreth and land of J.K. Smith; and 
west by land of C. H. Atherton, heirs of William Low, David Stewart and David McG. Means;
being same premises conveyed to [James Prince] by Samuel Hildreth by deed dated 30 June 1815 (recorded 
106:209).
Signed:  James Prince & wife Polly Prince, who relinquished dower right.  Witnessed:  Robert Read, Edmund Parker
(JP), Ruel Ellis.   Recorded:  1 January 1828.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2025; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 19.].

1827 Dec. 11 Life Lease (153:30):  Jotham Hildreth of Amh, yeoman, to James Prince of Amh, yeoman – for $1000,
a certain tract of land in Amherst on the road leading from Amherst to Bedford, containing about 80 acres,
being same premises conveyed by Samuel Hildreth to James Prince by deed dated 30 June 1815 (recorded 106:209) 
and by said Prince this day conveyed to [Jotham Hildreth].
Provided nevertheless that 
whereas James Prince has by his deed of even date herewith conveyed to Jotham Hildreth the premises; and
whereas Jotham in consideration of said conveyance has agreed and undertaken to support and maintain 
Samuel Hildreth, the father of Jotham, in case Samuel should stand in need of support, and also to support and 
maintain Betsy Hildreth, the mother of Jotham, in case she should stand in need of support,
now therefore in case Samuel Hildreth should stand in need of support, Jotham, his heirs, executors, and 
administrators shall well and truly support and maintain Samuel during his natural life and provide him with suitable
meats [meaning food], drink, clothing, washing, mending, lodging, medicine and doctoring – the said support to be 
furnished only at the house of said Jotham and not to extend to spirits of any kind unless ordered with medicine;
and in case Betsey Hildreth should stand in need of support and should not have her dower in the above described 
land actually set off to her, then if Jotham, his heirs, executors and administrators shall well and truly support and 
maintain Betsey during her natural life and provide her with suitable meats, drink, clothing, lodging, washing, 
mending, medicine and doctors; and 
in case any dispute should arise respecting any part of this agreement, then if Jotham shall submit the same to the 
Selectmen of Amherst for the time being and faithfully do and perform all and such part of this agreement in manner
as the said Selectmen shall determine,
then this deed to be void, otherwise in full force.
Signed:  Jotham Hildreth.  Witnessed:  Robert Read. Edmund Parker (JP).  Recorded:  1 January 1828.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2025; online FamilySearch deed image 20.].

Genealogy Note by KMH (7/2025):  Jotham Hildreth (m. Oct. 1826; d. 1868) was the son of Samuel Hildreth (1773-
1837) & wife Betsey nee Prince (1783-1869). Samuel was the son of Jacob Hildreth (Jr., 1739-1815), who settled on
Walnut Hill at 23 Old Manchester Rd. Betsey was the daughter of Abel Prince, who lived on west side, south end of 
Chestnut Hill Rd (house labeled “J. Mace” on 1858 map), and Betsey was also the older sister of James Prince.]

The story of Mrs. Hildreth ends with a different kind of life lease:  The former Atherton law office
on Courthouse Road in Amherst Village was converted into a dwelling house in 1834 for Mrs. Betsey 
(Prince) Hildreth (1783-1869). The house therefore bears her name on the 1858 map of Amherst Village. 
As her husband had not yet died, it’s not clear whether he lived here with her for his final years.
1834 Jan 31 Deed (Hillsborough County 176:239): Charles H. Atherton, of Amherst, Esq., received $250 paid by 
Francis Grater Jr., of Amherst, yeoman, to convey to him in trust – a small parcel of land in Amherst commonly 
called the office lot with buildings, now occupied by Lewis Stiles. 
Beginning at the SW corner of the premises on road from Benden’s to Boston, being the NW corner of Capt. George
Gardner’s land:

East on Gardner’s to highway (Mean’s Corner to Boston);
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North on highway about 30 feet;
West on north side of office or house & parallel with the south line, 4 1/3 rods;
South making a right angle 7 feet;
West parallel with the south line to the road;
SE by road to Beginning.

I convey the same to Francis Grater Jr. in trust for the separate use of Mrs. Betsey Hildreth, wife of Samuel 
Hildreth, of Amherst, yeoman, during her life. The remainder to the use of Salinda H. Grater, wife of Francis; with 
liberty to the grantees to pass & repass the north side for the purpose of making repairs. Witness: John Prentice & 
H.H. Prentice Signed Charles H. Atherton [following is a deed where Francis Grater Jr., accepted the trust and 
agreed to the conditions.] 
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Jackie Marsahll=jlsm, 2009, research for Walking Tours of Amherst Village book by 
Historical Society of Amherst, N.H.]
Genealogy Note by jlsm: 
Samuel Hildreth (1773-1837) & wife Betsey (Prince) Hildreth (1783-1869).
Salinda (Hildreth) Grater was their daughter; Francis Grater Jr, their son-in-law.

1830 – Hollis Road (SW Corner of Amherst):  
Agreement between Wm Peacock Jr. & father Wm Peacock

 

1830 Lease Deeds (165:229 & 165:230) betw Wm Peacock and Wm Peacock Jr. - Amh, 130a.
1830 Dec. 6 Deed (165:229):  WILLIAM PEACOCK of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to WILLIAM PEACOCK JR. 
of Milford, for $1500,  tract of land in Amherst, N.H., containing 130 acres by estimation with all the buildings,
bounded – beginning at SW [faded, hard to make out] corner of premises, thence running:
east 112 rods by land of Nathan Wheeler to s&s;
south by Wheeler’s land 44 rods to s&s;
east by Wheeler’s land 6 rods to s&s;
south by Wheeler’s land 32 rods to s&s;
east 55 rods by my own land to s&s;
north by land of Leonard Hardy 10 rods to s&s;
east by Hardy’s land 30 rods to s&s;
north by land of John Ober 115 rods to s&s;
west by land of Captain James Shepherd 54 rods to to s&s;
south by Shepherd’s land 45 rods to s&s;
west by Shepherd’s land 50 rods to s&s;
north by Shepherd’s land 48 rods to s&s;
east [west in lease] by land of Dea. Isaac Lund 58 rods to s&s:
south by land of Lund 20 rods to s&s;
west by Lund’s land [40 rods in lease] to the highway;
south by highway 120 rods to BFM.
Signed:  William Peacock. (No wife.)  Witnessed:  Ezra Prescott (Register), Nathl. Shattuck (JP). Recorded:  6 Dec. 
1830 by Ezra Prescott, Register.
[(FamilySearch deed image 122). One can deduce that there’s a good possibility that the house next north was 
owned by Isaac Lund, and the house next south by Nathan Wheeler. Nathan Wheeler probably owned & occupied 
cape at 168 Hollis Road.]

1830 Dec. 6 Indenture of Lease (165:230; lease conditions on p. 232):  Between WILLIAM PEACOCK JR. of 
Milford, yeoman, of the one part, and WILLIAM PEACOCK of Amherst, yeoman, of the other part, that in 
consideration of rents, covenants and agreements hereinafter reserved and contained on the part of Wm Peacock [Pa]
to be paid and performed, Wm Peacock Jr. [Son] hath devised released and to farm let unto William Peacock [Pa]
a certain tract of land in Amherst, N.H., now in the occupation of William Peacock, containing 130a,
during the natural life of William Peacock [Pa], yielding and paying yearly:
- [Pa will pay son] yearly rent of 1 cent to be paid in December;
- Wm Peacock may may quietly and peaceably have possess and enjoy the devised premises without the lawful let 
interruption or eviction of any person lawfully claiming from or under him … [heirs of either of them, I suppose];
- [Pa] will continue carrying on the farm in a husbandlike manner without committing any strife or waste of the 
premises and will at his own expense and charge with maintain and repair all the buildings and fences;
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- [Pa’s] heirs shall quietly yield up devised premises to Jr., his heirs or assigns, in good repair at the expiration of 
[Pa’s] natural life.
Signed:  William Peacock Jr. and William Peacock.  Witnessed:  Nath. Shattuck (JP) and Ezra Prescott (Register). 
Recorded:  6 Dec. 1830.  
[Deed abstracted by Katrina Holman, Sep. 2021 (FamilySearch deed images 122 &123). Awkwardly verbose.]

1831 – 10 Old Manchester Rd:  
Joseph Waugh to support John & Rebecca Seaton

(1858 map:  A. Noyes)

John Seaton Jr. (1756-1836) m. 1787 Rebecca Kendall (1763-1839), daughter of Nathan Kendall. Their son was 
Nathan Kendall Seaton, merchant in Boston; moved to Kentucky, as did a brother who was a lawyer, where his/their 
mother joined him/them in her last year(s).

1831 March 5 (Deed 165:612): NATHAN K. SEATON of Boston, merchant, to JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $30, 6a and 60 square rods land in Amherst, N.H.
beginning at corner of John Seaton's farm, S about 11 degrees W by Seaton's land 30 rods to corner of Jacob 
Hildreth's by brook …
Nancy D. Seaton, wife, relinquished dower right – but did not sign!

1831 March 5 Deed (165:614): NATHAN K. SEATON of Boston, merchant, quitclaimed for $125 to JOHN 
SEATON & wife REBECCA during their natural lives and occupation one undivided half of farm & bldgs on which 
John & Rebecca now live, it being same premises conveyed to me by John Seaton by deed 29 March 1816 (recorded
109:308), provided they commit no strife or waste[,] pay for all taxes and make all necessary repairs at their own 
expense.
Signed: Nathan K. Seaton.

1831 March 5 Deed (165:615): JOHN SEATON of Amherst, yeoman, sold to JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $800, one undivided half or moiety both in quantity and quality of parcel in Amherst containing 75a, 
with half the buildings, being farm on which I now live, on road leading from Amherst to Bedford, NE corner of 
premises is on Samuel Blake's south line; northwesterly by land that divided my land from land lately owned by 
Andrew Standley now by J. Wheeler about 15 rods...
Signed: John Seaton & Rebecca Seaton, who released dower. Witnessed: Isaac _ Wheeler, Maria C. Wheeler.

1831 March 5 Life Lease Deed (165:616): Indenture between John Seaton of Amherst, yeoman, on the one part, and 
Joseph Waugh of Amherst, yeoman, on the other part. John hereby leases one undivided half of farm on which I now
live, being that half which was this day leased to me by Nathan K. Seaton of Boston, except the building which I 
reserve to myself & my wife during our lives or the survivor, on condition that Joseph Waugh perform all conditions
contained in bond to John & Rebecca this day made by Joseph, and shall carry on said premises in a good 
husbandman like manner & shall commit no strife or waste …
Signed: John Seaton. 

1831 March 5 Life Lease Bond (165:617): JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, yeoman, am held firmly bound to JOHN 
SEATON, yeoman, & wife REBECCA SEATON both of Amherst in sum of $1200 to be paid to them. 
Condition: carry on farm in a good & husbandlike manner (without committing any strife or waste); pay all taxes 
and make all necessary repairs at Joseph's own expense; carry in and deliver to John & Rebecca at their now 
dwelling house in good condition & in their proper seasons 2/5 of all the produce growing on premises year by year 
except the hay growing on said farm (which is to be spent on said farm), including 2/5 of the pork and beef and 1/5 
of butter and cheese so long as John & Rebecca keep a cow and when they shall not keep a cow, then said John & 
Rebecca to have 2/5 of butter & cheese make on said farm; likewise Joseph shall keep for John & Rebecca 1 horse, 
1 cow & 1 sheep summer & winter and tend the same when John is not able to tend them himself, John & Rebecca 
paying taxes for said horse, cow, and sheep, Joseph paying for the shoeing of the horse for privilege of using the 
same. John & Rebecca may at any time release one or all of the aforesaid privileges and retain the others, in which 
case Joseph is to find/furnish John & Rebecca with a good & sufficient hores for their own use when necessary for 
their convenience. In case of the decease of either John or Rebecca, in lieu of 2/5 of aforesaid articles, Joseph shall 
furnish the survivor with 1/5 only. Joseph shall at all times find John & Rebecca with good & sufficient cloathing, 
medicine, doctoring & nursing, good & sufficient firewood fit for the fire fitly prepared & carried into the house if J 
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& R choose; and at decease of J&R shall give them a decent Christian burial.
And in case J & R (or survivor of them) should choose to release the aforesaid 2/5 as the case may be (which they 
may do at any time if they choose having no cow or sheep) may request Joseph to give them a good decent and 
comfortable maintenance in sickness & in health with all things necessary and convenient for them, in sickness and 
in health and at their decease burial. And Joseph shall let J & R use occupy and enjoy half of the bldgs on the farm 
they now live on without let or hindrance during their or either of their lives, except barn – J & R are only to use 
such parts & privileges as may be necessary & convenient for them. Now if Joseph Waugh shall well & truly 
perform all and singular the conditions, articles and agreements according to the true intent & meaning of the 
parties, then this obligation to be void.
Signed: Joseph Waugh. Witnessed: Daniel H. Moar, Ezra Prescott (also Register).

1831 March 5 Mortgage (:620): JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, yeoman, received $800 paid by JOHN SEATON, 
yeoman, & wife REBECCA SEATON, both of Amherst, for conveyance of one undivided half or moiety both in 
quantity & quality of land in Amherst being farm on which John & wife now live and same premises this day deeded
by John to Joseph 9 Jan. 1833 in consideration that Joseph Waugh has this day re-conveyed the premises & all rights
heretofore leased to him by my deed and lease, discharged. Signed: John Seaton. Witnessed: Isaac Wheeler. CHECK
THIS ONE – TWO MIXED UP?

1833 Jan 9 Deed (172:107): JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, yeoman, to NATHAN K. SEATON of Boston, 
merchant, 1a for $30. Fanny D. Waugh, wife, released dower right.

1833 Jan. 9 Deed (172:108): JOSEPH WAUGH of Amherst, yeoman, to JOHN SEATON of Amherst, yeoman, for 
$800, undivided half of 75a in Amherst, N.H. (Same as 165:615 and 165:616). Fanny D. Waugh, wife, released 
dower right.

[Series of deeds transcribed/abstracted by KH May 2012, typed up Sep. 2015. In fat spiral notebk with blue cover.]  

1838 – 24 Cricket Corner Road:   Support for 3 Women on
NATHANIEL WOODBURY (100 acres) + USHER (30 acres) FARM

(Howard Locke: T49A “1750”; 1858 map: M. Merrill; 1892 map: missing.)
in Katrina's file Amherst_Neighborhood_CricketCornerNorth.doc

1838 Nov 4 Deed (199:114): Sarah Woodbury of Amherst, NH, Single Woman, 
quitclaimed to GEORGE B. GARDNER of Amherst, Blacksmith, for $2400, land in Amherst, N.H. 
1) being the Woodbury farm, with all buildings, containing about 100 acres, bounded – 
south by Maj. Joseph Fletcher's land;
west by Fletcher's land, Ebenezer Weston's land and John Eaton's land;
east by land of Joseph Field and by land of Upham.
2) being the Usher farm, with all buildings, containing 30 acres, bounded – 
south by Woodbury farm;
west by Woodbury farm;
north by land of Jacob Upham;
east by land of Joseph Fletcher Jr.
Witnessed: Charles H. Hamilton, Hubbard Newton (also JP). Recorded 11 Dec. 1838.

1838 Nov 24 Conditional Deed/Mortgage (226:130): George B. Gardner of Amherst, Blacksmith, quitclaimed to 
Priscilla Gardner, widow; Sarah Woodbury, single woman; and Mary Woodbury, single woman, all of Amherst, for 
$2400, 2 tracts of land in Amherst, N. H.
1) being Woodbury farm with all buildings, containing about 100 acres ...
2) being Usher farm with all buildings, containing 30 acres ...
CONDITION of foregoing deed: George agrees to manage & carry on premises in good and husbandlike manner & 
deliver to the women one equal half part in quantity and quality of all crops raised on the premises by the annual 
tillage thereof, viz one half the corn rye wheat oats and potatoes produced on the premises and on ground manured 
with manure made or gathered on the premises and whereas George has agreed to cut for the obligees a sufficient 
quantity of cord wood on the premises to supply them with fuel for their own use annually & to keep them through 
the winter season annually one cow in a proper manner, and to deliver to them annually one half of the cider and 
apples produced on premises on demand – during lives of obligees and their survivors, it being understood & 
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intended that George shall have to his own use & benefit all profits arising from the use of manure on the premises 
which shall be brought onto the premises at his own expense. Now if George shall well and truly fulfill & perform 
the said several undertakings & agreements according to the true spirit intent and meaning of this condition, then the
foregoing obligation to be void and deed to be void.
Witnessed: Charles H. Hamilton, H. Newton. Recorded 8 May 1844.
Discharged mortgage 5 July 1845 by Priscilla Gardner & Mary Woodbury in consideration of quitclaim deed to us 
by Isaac McKean.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, July 2011. Talk about taking care of ma & sisters!]

1843-1860 Amherst, N.H. Tax Records (book in historical museum) [searched & transcribed by KH, Aug 2011]
[horse category includes horses, asses, mules over 18 months old; cows category included cows, oxen and other neat
stock over 18 months old; sheep over 6 months old
1843: Gardner George B. – 1 poll, land value $800, bldgs value $460; stock in trade $76;1 cheap horse, 4 cows
1843: Gardner Priscilla – land value $100, bldgs value $710, 1 cow 
1845: Gardner Priscilla – land value $390, bldgs value $60

1847 March 17 Deed (242:16): Priscilla Gardner and Mary Woodbury both of Amherst sold to MARK MERRILL of
Amherst for $50, piece of meadow land in Amherst containing 2 acres – 
beginning at NE corner of premises,
westerly about 9 rods by land formerly owned by John Eaton;
southerly about 40 rods by land formerly owned by Eaton;
eastwardly about 9 rods by land now or formerly owned by Ebenezer Converse;
northwardly by land formerly owned by Daniel Weston to BFM.
Also the privilege of passing from the public road near the school house to the above described premises free of all 
expense.
Witnessed: Miles J. Wright, Perley Dodge (also JP). 
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, Aug. 2011.]
1847 March 17 Deed (242:17): Isaac McKean of Amherst sold to MARK MERRILL of Amherst for $1500, a certain
farm in Amherst with buildings called the Gardner Farm, bounded – 
beginning at SE corner of premises, thence running:
westerly on Fletcher's land about 75 rods;
thence about north about 27 rods to corner of Wm Weston's land and continuing same course by Weston's land about
69 rods to corner of wall;
northwesterly by Weston's land about 55 rods to Webster's land;
northerly by Webster's about 20 rods to road leading to Thornton's Ferry;
thence crossing road & running westerly about 20 rods to Webster's land;
northerly by Webster's land about 21 rods to corner of wall;
easterly by Webster's land to corner of wall being about 9 rods;
about north by Webster's land about 50 rods to a stone wall;
about west by Webster's land about 21 rods;
about north by land of Webster & Fletcher about 78 rods;
easterly by land of Jacob Upham & Samuel McKean about 69 rods to NE corner of premises;
about south by Upham's land about 84 rods to road;
crossing road and by road 32 [rods] to Fletcher's land;
about south by land of Fletcher & Caldwell about 180 rods to BFM.
Reserving right the public have to any highways now laid over this land.
Elizabeth W. McKean, wife, relinquished all right to dower. Witnessed: Miles J. Wright, Perley Dodge (also JP).
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, July 2011.]

1840 – 20 Walnut Hill Road:  
Benj. B. Whiting to support father Nathaniel Whiting

(1858 map:  B. Whiting)

1840 March 13 Deed (205:96):  Nathaniel WHITING of Amherst, yeoman, to Benjamin B. WHITING of Amherst, 
yeoman, for $2000, land in Amherst, N.H.,
2) bounded – beginning at NW corner of premises (NE corner of Isaac Wheeler), thence:
S 5 degrees E by Wheeler 178 rods;
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E 3 degrees N by Josiah Jewett 76 rods 7 links;
N 8 degrees W by Henry Howard 176 rods 11 links;
W 3 degrees S 64 rods 12 links, partly on Henry Howard and partly on Jacob Hildreth, to beginning.
Reserving to the public the hwy thru premises.
Reference:  Same premises I bought of Robert Means.
2) Also 2 acres of meadowland I bought of Henry Howard, 4 Nov. 1820 (recorded 130:261).
Reserving to myself & wife the East part of the dwelling house with privileges in, through & around it. Same as may
be convenient for Nathaniel & Nancy his wife during their natural lives.
Signed:  Nathaniel Whiting.

1840 March 13 Bond (205:98):   Benjamin B. Whiting of Amherst to Nathaniel Whiting of Amherst, for $2000, for 
same premises, 
Conditions:  B.B. Whiting to pay to Clarissa Clark, Nancy Whiting, Alfred Whiting & John Fuller Whiting if they 
should be sick or lame on occasional home at house of B.B. Whiting; at B.B.’s expense not exceeding 5 weeks at 
one time; to cease when they have homes of their own; complete care of Nathaniel & Nancy by B.B. during their 
lives; B.B. support all relatives & visitors that may visit Nathaniel & Nancy; provide horse & carriage to them; pay 
Nathaniel $12 per year & if Nancy outlives him she is to receive $4 a year; provide Christian burial for them.
Signed:  Benjamin B. Whiting.

1840 march 13 Mortgage (205:100:  Benjamin B. Whiting to Nathaniel Whiting, for $2000, land in Amherst. N.H., 
same as deeded by Nathaniel to me & that was deeded to him by Robert Means (recorded 119:189) plus one piece of
meadowland. Provided nevertheless [repeats conditions from 205:98].
[Added to this file Feb. 2019; abstracts copied from jlsm Descendants of Nathaniel Whiting but format changed 
slightly.]

Comment by jlsm:  This series of three deeds takes the place of probate, it’s sometimes called a Life Lease; 
Benjamin B. Whiting agreed to take care of his parents in return for the family farm.

1843 Oct. – Amherst, N.H.:  Death of Nathaniel Whiting, aged 64.

Note by KH (Feb. 2019):  Benjamin B. Whiting in turn left the farm & house at 20 Walnut Hill Road to his son 
Benjamin Franklin Whiting in his will dated Feb. 1885. B.B. Whiting died Nov. 1885.

1840 – 27 Walnut Hill Road:  
Rodney Howard to support father Henry Howard

(1858 map:  R. Howard)

205:113 Date of Deed: 16 Mar 1840 Date Recorded: 17 Mar 1840
Grantor: Henry Howard of Amherst, yeoman
Grantee: Rodney Howard of Amherst, yeoman
Consideration: $2,500.00
Description: Farm in Amherst where I now live; Deeded to me as follows:

from William Odall, farm & pasture, 2 Nov 1812, 95:342
from Robert Means, woodland, 26 Dec 1818, 122:38
from Josiah Cochran, woodland, 15 Mar 1832, 168:470

Also all my stock & farm tools & pew #10 in the gallery
Witness: EF Perkins, Ezra Prescott
Signed: Henry Howard

205:115 Date of Bond: 16 Mar 1840 Date Recorded: 17 Mar 1840
Rodney bound to Henry for $2,500.00; Conditions:

Rodney shall pay his siblings $25.00 each in 3 years [names listed]; plus an interest payment to George
Rodney to support Abigail, Maria & Susanna until age 16, they shall work for him
Provide Henry & wife Polly (Rodney’s mother & father) all their support, pay Henry $10.00 a year and after his 
death pay Polly $5.00 a year; provide them with a horse & carriage; let them live by themselves in the house where 
they now live; welcome their visitors & friends

205:116 Date of Deed: 16 Mar 1840 Date Recorded: 17 Mar 1840
Rodney to Henry; written like a mortgage, he pays $2,500 if he doesn’t follow through with conditions.
[Deeds for 27 Walnut Hill Rd abstracted by jlsm, 2014.]
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1841 – ‘155’ Hollis Road (SW Corner of Amherst)
Ezra W. Peacock to support father Wm Peacock

[1 of 4] 1841 Nov. 6 Deed (213:206): William Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed 
]to Ezra W. Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, for $1500, following tracts of land:
(1) [Tract] bounded – beginning at NE corner of premises at corner of the road that leads from William Peacock’s to 
John Ober’s,
thence running southerly by the road leading from Amherst to Hollis to land of Josiah Kidder;
thence westerly by Kidder’s land to the road near Samuel Ober’s;
thence by the road leading from Ebenezer Duncklee’s to Amherst, as the fence now stands to BFM;
being my homestead farm with the buildings thereon and containing about 40 acres.
(2) Also tract of land in Milford and Amherst, N.H., containing about 40 acres,
bounded – beginning at the SE corner of premises at land of Samuel Ober,
thence westerly as the fence now stands by Ober’s land about 80 rods;
thence northerly by Ober’s land about 80 rods;
thence easterly by land of owner unknown and land of John Shepherd as the fence now stands about 30 rods to land 
of John Ober;
thence southerly by said Ober’s land about 100 rods to road leading from John Ober’s to Samuel Ober’s;
thence southwesterly by road aforesaid to BFM.
Also all of my personal property that I now own consisting of all my farming tools, also all my household 
furniture consisting of beds & bedding, chairs, tables &c &c, hard & hollow ware, crockery, tin & silver ware.
Reserving to myself & my wife the right to use at all times any part of the household furniture for our own use 
during each of our lives and after the decease of both of us, then Ezra W. Peacock may convert the farming tools and
household furniture
to his own use & benefit.
Signed:  Wm Peacock.  Witnessed:  Hannah Dane & Nathan Dane (JP).  Recorded:  same day.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2024; online FamilySearch image 117&118. Pertains to house
in southern part of Amherst, N.H., near Hollis line, on west side of road, labeled “E. W. Peacock” on 1858 map.  The
farm lay at SW corner of intersection Hollis Road and Ponemah Hill Road.]
Note:  This neighbor’s deed suggests that in 1841, the owner of 157 Hollis Road was Josiah Kidder.

[2 of 4] 1841 Nov. 6 Deed (213:208):  William Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, 
to Ezra W. Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, for $500,
3 tracts of land:
(1) Being the Blunt lot [location not named but presumably Amherst],
bounded – beginning at NW corner of premises at land of Ebenezer Duncklee,
thence southerly by the road leading from John Ober to Hollis about 60 rods to land of William Kitteredge;
thence easterly by Kitteredge land about 50 rods to land of Asaph Spalding;
thence easterly by said Spalding land about 50 rods to land of Ebenezer Duncklee;
thence northerly by said Duncklee & _[Derry?]_ Duncklee land about 70 rods to land of Wm Peacock Jr;
thence westerly by said Peacock Jr. land & land of Ebenezer Duncklee to the BFM.
(2) Tract of land [location not named but presumably southern part of Amherst],
bounded – beginning at NW corner of premises at land of Samuel Ober,
thence southerly by land of said Ober and Benjamin Rogers to land of Asaph Spalding;
thence easterly by said Spalding land to land of Benjamin Rogers;
thence northerly by said Rogers’ land & als;
thence westerly by land formerly owned by Enoch Farley 
being the same land I bought of Daniel Ingalls.
(3) Tract of land situated in Hollis and Milford,
bounded – beginning at NW corner of premises at land of Zadoch Rogers … 
Signed:  Wm Peacock.  Witnessed:  Hannah Dane & Nathan Dane (JP).  Recorded:  same day.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2024; online FamilySearch image 118&119]

[3 of 4] 1841 Nov. 6 Bond [Life-lease] Deed (213:209):  I Ezra W. Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, am firmly bound to
William Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, in the sum of $2000 to be paid to William Peacock his certain attorney 
executor administrator or assigns to which payment well & truly to be made I bind myself, my heirs, executors, and 
administrators by these present sealed with my seal and dated 6 November 1841.  The condition of this obligation is 
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such that if Ezra shall well and truly discharge & perform all of the following matters & things, to wit:
shall suffer William Peacock and his wife Huldah to live in the house now occupied by [them] during their lifetime 
and particularly to have the Northeast room in the House for their own private use & at their will & pleasure;
and Ezra shall furnish William his father & Huldah his mother with as much wood at their private room as is 
necessary for their comfort at all times as they may think proper;
also to furnish William & Huldah with all the necessary wearing apparel during their lives;
also to furnish all the Medical Attendance that may be necessary to them during their lives;
also to furnish them at all times with a suitable Horse & Carriage to attend meeting & visit their friends;
also to furnish them with all necessary Meats & Drinks & Bread stuffs for their comfortable support during their 
lives and to be furnished to them at the House aforesaid at all times;
also to furnish them with good and sufficient servants at all times for their comfort, 
and for the safety of either of them Ezra shall furnish a suitable person to their horse if they should request it;
also shall receive all their friends & connections in the usual way that the said Wm has in the last past ten years;
also shall pay all the debts that William Peacock now owes;
also shall at the decease of each of Wm and Huldah provide a decent interment and after their burial shall erect at 
each of their graves a suitable gravestone in common form made of marble;
then this obligation to be void.
Signed: Ezra M. Peacock.  Witnessed:  Nathan Dane (JP). Hannah Dane.  Recorded:  same day.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2024; online FamilySearch image 119. Pertains to house in 
southern part of Amherst, N.H., near Hollis line, on west side of road, labeled “E. W. Peacock” on 1858 map.]

[4 of 4] 1841 Nov. 6 Mortgage Deed (213:210):  Ezra W. Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed 
to William Peacock of Amherst, yeoman, in consideration of $2000,
a certain farm with the buildings thereon situated in the southerly part of Amherst, being the same farm that the said 
William Peacock this day deeded to Ezra and the farm now occupied by Ezra W. Peacock, 
also all other lands that William Peacock has this day deeded to Ezra lying in the towns of Amherst, Milford & 
Hollis;
meaning hereby to convey all the lands said William Peacock this day deeded to Ezra in two deeds bearing even date
of this deed (see for descriptions).
And it is hereby agreed that if Ezra W. Peacock breaks any one of the conditions mentioned in a certain Bond, 
William, or after his decease his wife Huldah, or their agent or attorney, may peaceably enter the premises for the 
purpose of foreclosing the said mortgage.
Provided nevertheless that if Ezra W. Peacock (his heirs, executors or administrators) discharge and perform all the 
conditions of a certain Bond given by Ezra to William, conditioned among other things for the support of William 
and his wife Huldah during their lives, then this deed as also a certain Bond bearing even date … [more redundant 
wording]
then this deed shall be void. 
Signed: Ezra W. Peacock.  Witnessed:  Hannah Dane, Nathan Dane (JP).  Recorded:  same day.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, Feb. 2024; online FamilySearch image 119&120. Pertains to house
in southern part of Amherst, N.H., near Hollis line, on west side of road, labeled “E. W. Peacock” on 1858 map.]

1841 & 1850 – 34 & 35 Thornton Ferry Rd 1:  75a farm on both sides of road 
Lowe Sons/Brothers to support parents David & Betsey Lowe
(1858 map:  D. Low on northerly side of road, and N. Low opposite on southerly side of road)

1841 – 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1: 75a farm lying on both sides of road (deeds 210:306 & 217:11)

1841 April 19 Deed (210:306):  David Lowe of Amherst, yeoman, to Cyrus Lowe of Amherst in consideration of 
certain legacies paid by my son Cyrus to his brothers & sisters – tract of land in Amherst, N.H., lying on both sides 
of the road leading from Amherst plane [plain] to Thornton’s Ferry, containing by estimation 75a with the buildings,
and is the same farm on which I now live.
For description see deed Abel Down & wife to [David Low] dated 1837 (recorded 194:293).
Signed:  David Lowe.  Witnessed:  Ezra Prescott, Perley Dodge (JP).  Recorded:  19 April 1841 by John Hadley.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 443.]

1841 July 2 Life lease in form of Mortgage (217:11):  Cyrus Lowe of Amherst, yeoman, to David Lowe of Amherst, 
in consideration of a deed of the following premises dated 19 April 1840 made & delivered to me [Cyrus] by David 

Historic Life Leases in Amherst, N.H. – research by Katrina Holman      rev. Aug. 2025 42 of 49



Lowe, my father – 
a certain tract of land with the buildings in  Amherst, N.H., lying on both sides of the road leading from Amherst 
plain to Thornton’s Ferry, containing by estimation 75 acres,
and is the same farm on which said David Lowe and myself now live and which was deeded to me by David by deed
recorded 210:306.
Provided nevertheless the condition of the foregoing deed is such that if 
Cyrus Lowe shall at all times during the natural life of David Lowe and Betsey Lowe his wife and the survivor of 
them well and sufficiently maintain and support them at the house on the premises and let them have the exclusive 
use and occupation of the easterly front room in the house with a privilege of going to and from the same by the 
most convenient way[;] 
and provide David & Betsey with meat drink clothing nursing medicine and a physician and all other things 
necessary to their usual condition in life, the clothing to be such as selected by David and Betsey or either of them, 
the physician to be the one desired by either of them and to be called when required by them or either of them when 
they are sick[;]
and Cyrus Lowe shall keep upon said farm a quiet steady horse and a suitable carriage to ride in and permit David 
and Betsey to have said horse and carriage on Sabbath days to go to meeting with as often as they shall request it 
and also to go on short journies with Cyrus harnessing said horse and carriage for them when thereto requested;
and Cyrus is to furnish wood for a fire in the room to be occupied by David and Betsey; 
and further to set a table in said room and furnish them with their food separate from the rest of the family if desired 
in a proper manner in their own room if thereto requested by David & Betsey or either of them.
Now if Cyrus Lowe shall well and truly do perform and fulfill the aforementioned provisions in this deed according 
to their intention and meaning and not evade any of them[,] then this deed is to be void and of no effect. ...
Signed:  Cyrus Lowe.  Witnessed:  Samuel Childs, Perley Dodge (JP).  Recorded:  12 July 1842.
Margin:  13 Feb 1850 or 1852 [had to be 1850 because Cyrus was already in Illinois by 1850 census], David Lowe 
acknowledged the within mortgage to be void and released all interests acquired by the same.  Witnessed: Mary A. 
Duncklee, Perley Dodge (JP). Recorded:  same date.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 11. Includes 
land of 34 Thornton Ferry Road 1 and 35 Thornton Ferry Road 1.]

1850 – 34 Thornton Ferry Rd 1 (house/home of parents) & 35 ThFRd1 (house/home of 
Newton & family) on same 100a farm (deeds 259:211 & 260:180) 

1850 Feb. 13 Deed (259:211): Cyrus Lowe  of Amherst to Newton Lowe of Amherst, for $2000,
tract of land in Amherst, N.H., laying on both sides of road leading from Thornton’s Ferry to Amherst Plane [Plain] 
containing by estimation 100 acres with all the buildings;
is the same land deeded to me by David Lowe by deed dated 19 April 1841 (recorded 210:306).
Also to include a piece of land deeded to me [Cyrus] by Newton Lowe by deed dated February 1847 (recorded 
240:412) and another deed dated 9 Nov. 1848 (recorded 253:424). 
Signed:  Cyrus Lowe & wife Cynthia C. Lowe, who relinquished dower right.  Witnessed:  Mary A. Duncklee, 
Perley Dodge (JP).  Recorded:  19 Feb. 1850.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 119. Includes 
house at 34 Thornton Ferry Road 1.]

1850 Feb. 13 Life lease as Mortgage (260:180):  Newton Lowe of Amherst, yeoman, to David Lowe of Amherst, my
father, in consideration of a deed from Cyrus Lowe bearing even date, 
tract of land with all the buildings thereon situated in Amherst, N.H., on both sides of road leading from Thornton’s 
Ferry to Amherst Plain and comprehends the old farm deeded by Abel Down to David Lowe and a piece of land 
lying north of about 30 acres and is the same this day deeded to Newton by Cyrus.
Provided nevertheless … 
Signed:  Newton Lowe.  Witnessed:  Mary A. Duncklee, Perley Dodge (JP).  Recorded:  19 Feb. 1850.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 399. Includes 
house at 34 Thornton Ferry Road 1.]
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1849 – 89 Chestnut Hill Rd (North Part of Amherst):  
Harvell Thomas M. (1819-1889; m. 1843) to support father Joseph & wife

(1858 map: Capt. T. M. Harvill)

1849 March 8 Deed (252:432)      Acknowledged: same date Recorded: 8 Mar 1849
Grantor: Joseph Harvell [actually Harvill] of Amherst
Grantee: Thomas M. Harvell [actually Harvill] of Amherst Consideration: $1,000.00
Description: my homestead farm in Amherst, another tract in Amherst part of 3rd Division Lot #106, a tract in New 
Boston and a parcel in Bedford
   Description of my Homestead Farm – Beginning at the SW corner of the graveyard
     East & North by the graveyard to the New Boston Line; East by New Bedford & Boston line to Asa McClure;
     South by McClure & the highway leading from Ira Davis to McClure’s to the highway leading from Ira Davis to 
Calvin Dodge; thence crossing said highway westerly by Davis’ land 70 rods to the Dodge Lot;
     North by Davis & Calvin Dodge to the highway; 
     North by the highway leading from the schoolhouse to New Boston to the Beginning.
   Reserving out the land I deeded to the School District for a schoolhouse lot
[see for descriptions of other parcels]
Agnes Harvell, wife of Joseph released dower rights
Signed: Joseph Harvell, Agnes Harvell. Witnessed: Joseph Mace, Allan Mudge.
Followed by Mortgage Thomas M. & Sarah M. Harvell to Joseph Harvell 252:434
Note: 3rd Division Lot 106 was SW of #113 but not quite abutting since the corners didn’t line up – it was west of 
Patton’s lot
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 514.]

1849 March 8 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (252:432):  Thomas M. Harvill of Amherst, yeoman, conveyed to 
Joseph Harvill of Amherst, in consideration of $1000, 
all the land deeded from Joseph to [Thomas] in deed bearing even date with these presents. 
Provided nevertheless if Thomas pays ten notes, the first in one year, the second in two years [etc.] all without 
interest and
Thomas M. Harvill is to keep 2 cows and 1 horse for Joseph Harvill and also is to keep 2 2-year-old neat cattle and 2
yearlings neat cattle for Joseph Harvill; 
Thomas is to carry in to Joseph of all the produce one third excepting the hay;
Thomas M. is to haul to the door and prepare and house for Joseph what wood is necessary for his use and is to 
build the first fire in the mornings in cold weather.
If Joseph Harvill should relinquish the above claims excepting the notes at any time during his natural life, Thomas 
M. shall take Joseph Harvill and Agness his wife into his family and suitably support and maintain them during their
natural life.
Thomas M. is to keep 2 calves for Joseph.
Thomas M. is not to sell lease or rent said described farm without the consent of Joseph and Agness his wife.
Thomas M. is to carry on said farm in a husbandlike manner and shall fulfill the above obligations during the natural
life of Joseph Harvill and Agness his wife.
If Thomas M. fulfills the above obligations, then this deed shall be void.
Signed:  Thomas M. Harvill & wife Sarah M. Harvill, who released dower right.  
Witnessed: Joseph Mace (JP), Allen Mudge.  Recorded:  8 March 1849.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman; online FamilySearch catalog deed image 515.]

1857 – Farm Partly in Mont Vernon:  Bills

1857 July 21 Covenant in Style of Life Lease (Hillsborough County 314:78):  JABEZ BILLS of Amherst in 
consideration of love & affection I bear to my son FREEMAN C. BILLS covenant with Freeman that I will  
henceforth stand seized of my homestead farm situated in Amherst & partly in Mont Vernon, containing 75 acres 
more or less; bounded – beginning at SE corner of premises at NE corner of land owned by the Widow Lampson in 
Amherst the east [sic, underlined in manner usually used to indicate error in original] side of the road from Amherst 
to New Boston, thence running:
northerly by said road to land owned by Sardis Johnson in Mont Vernon;
westerly by Johnson's land to the road leading to the Campbell farm;
southerly on the east side of said road to Amherst line;

Historic Life Leases in Amherst, N.H. – research by Katrina Holman      rev. Aug. 2025 44 of 49



crossing road & running by land of Isaac Foster to SW corner of premises;
by Foster's land;
 northeasterly to road last named;
crossing said road & running easterly by road to SW corner of Widow Lampson's land;
northeasterly on Lampson's land to BFM;
with all privileges & appurtenances for the uses & purposes following, that is to say to my own use and also of Lucy
Bills during our natural life without impeachment of waste & after our decease to the use of Freeman C. Bills, his 
heirs & assigns forever. Provided however that if Freeman C. Bills shall neglect or refuse to stock, cultivate and 
improve said farm in a husbandlike manner and deliver to me and my wife in proper order in the buildings we may 
occupy one half of all the produce & income of said farm & stock upon my allowing him the use of all the buildings 
on said farm, then this conveyance shall be void.
Signed: Jabez Bills. Witnessed: David Stiles Jr., David Russell (JP). Recorded: 3 Oct. 1857.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by K. Holman, Aug. 2016. ] 

1866 – 23 Old Manchester Rd:  
Pliny F. Odell to support John H. Hildreth

(1858 map:  J. H. Hildreth)

364:200 Hillsborough County Deeds
Date of Deed: 25 Aug 1866 Date Recorded: 27 Aug 1866
Grantor: Pliney F. Odell of Amherst Lucy A Odell wife of Pliney released dower rights
Grantee: John H. Hildreth of Amherst
Consideration: $2,000
Description: Mortgage style life lease for a Farm in Amherst (Hildreth's)
   Beginning at the SW corner of the prem on the East side of the road leading by the house on the premises at land 
of Holbrook
   E by Holbrook & BB Whiting to land of Rodney Howard
   N by Howard, Melendy & David, & Fisk to the corner of Noyes land
   W by Noyes to the old highway carrying the privilage of the old highway as specified in a deed to Noyes to the 
New Highway
   S by highway to the Beginning
Containing: between 7--65 acres plus or minus with buildings
PROVIDED NEVERTHELESS that if Pliny F. Odell shall permit Hildreth to occupy the South part of said farm 
(beginning at land south of a wall being on the east side of the road aforesaid about 10-12 rods south of the house on
the premises & running east as the wall & fence now stand to Melendy & David's land w/ [right of way]) 
  Also the west half of the barn on the premises with privilege of the barn yard in common & water in the yard
  Also the exclusive use & occupancy of the room in the house at the South end of the kitchen (the SE corner room) 
& the chamber directly over it; privilege of the well for water & in the kitchen; privilege in the cellar for storing 
things; privilige to work in out buildings; privilige to store things in garet; privilage cutting upon wood lot ... 
(complicated ... shingles, staves, RR ties...) during the natural life of John H. Hildreth, maintaining him & providing 
for him... (details) IF all conditions carried out then this deed is void, if not then in full force.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm. Note by jlsm: there is no release; this may not be the whole story]
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1869 – 29 Austin Road (Northern Part of Amherst):  
Charles S. Parker to support parents Thomas B. & Mary H. Parker

1858 map: T. B. Parker)

1869 April 20 Deed (381:161): THOMAS B. PARKER & wife MARY H. PARKER sold to CHARLES S. PARKER
of Amherst for $2500, “our homestead farm” in Amherst, N.H., with all bldgs, containing 100 acres +/-, bounded – 
beginning at SE corner of farm at land of Henry M. Parker and Butterfield, thence:
northerly on land of Butterfield, Upton and Pool to corner of wall at Pool's land;
westerly by land of Pool to C. H. Campbell to land of heirs of John Leavitt;
southerly by heirs' land and land of Lydia Ford to road;
southerly by road and land of Ford to SW corner of farm at land of Pinkerton or formerly his;
easterly by Pinkerton land and land of Henry M. Parker to BFM.
Reserving right public have to any hwys as now laid out over any part of premises.
Signed: Thoams B. Parker & wife Mary H. Parker, who relinquished dower right. Witnessed: Perley W. Dodge, 
Perley Dodge (JP). Recorded: 23 April 1869. 
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by K. Holman, July 2015. Is 29 Austin Road. Goes with 381:162 life lease.]

1869 April 20 Life Lease in form of Mortgage (381:162): CHARLES S. PARKER of Amherst received $2500 from 
THOMAS B. PARKER & wife MARY H. PARKER for farm containing about 100 acres in Amherst, N.H., and is 
same farm this day deed to me [Charles] by Thomas & Mary. 
Provided nevertheless that IF Charles S. Parker shall at all times during the natural life of Thomas B. Parker & Mary
H. Parker and the survivor of them suitably support and maintain them and provide them with suitable food, drink, 
clothes, nursing, medicine and a physician such as they shall require when sick[,] and shall permit them to have and 
occupy a room separate and by themselves in the house and furnish wood and fire in the same when necessary[,] 
shall furnish them and the survivor with a suitable horse and carriage for them to go reasonable distances to meeting 
on the Sabbaths and at other times[,] they are to have all necessary privileges in an about the buildings and to have 
all proper and suitable care taken of them, all to be furnished on the farm above mentioned unless the said Thomas 
B. & Mary H. shall consent in writing to have their support in some other place – then this deed shall be void.
Signed” Charles S. Parker. Witnessed: Perley W. Dodge, Perley Dodge (JP). Recorded: 23 April 1869.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, July 2015. Is 29 Austin Road.]

1873 – 44 Stearns Road (Souhegan River Farm, S Part of Amherst):  
Charles F. Wright to support father Francis Wright

(1858 map:  F. Wright)

1873 April 30 life-lease bond in form of mortgage (Hillsborough County deed 471:5):  Francis Wright of Amherst, 
in consideration that Charles F. Wright of Amherst shall at all times during the natural life of Francis Wright and his 
wife, Lucy Wright, suitably support and maintain Francis & Lucy and provide them with suitable food, drink, 
clothes, nursing, medicine and all other things suitable and necessary and at the decease of Francis and Lucy or 
either of them cause them to be suitably buried and suitable monuments to be erected at their graves,
do covenant with Charles F. Wright that I [Francis] will henceforth stand seized of my homestead situate in Amherst,
bounded – on North by Souhegan river; on the West by land of William B. Peacock; on the South by the Wilton 
railroad and the highway leading from Milford to Nashua; on the East by land of Plummer Breed and others, with all
the privileges and appurtenances to the same belonging, that is to say: To my [Francis’s] own use during my natural 
life, without impeachment of waste, and after my decease and the decease of my wife to the use of Charles F. 
Wright.
Provided, however, that if Charles F. Wright shall neglect or refuse at my request to cultivate and improve said farm 
in a husband-like manner or shall fail to perform well and truly the conditions named in the consideration of this 
deed, then this conveyance shall be void.
Signed:  Francis Wright & Lucy Wright. Witnessed:  C.S. Averill (JP). C. F. Averill; Plummer Breed.  Recorded:  25 
Oct. 1883 [10 years after execution!].  There is no release or other note in the margin.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by Katrina Holman, June 2023. Pertains to 44 Stearns Road farm.]
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1877 – 114 Horace Greeley Road (NE Part of Amherst):  
Hannah E. (Boynton) Hanson to support Wm Brown, step-father

(1858 map:  W. Brown / Birth Place of Hon. H[orace] Greeley)

Relationships (from jlsm, 2014):
William Brown (c1792-1882) m1 1818 Hannah Boynton (1795-1863)

m2 1864 Wid. Amy (Lawrence) Boynton (1798-1867)
    Amy Lawrence m1 1819 Moses Boynton (1798-1858), brother of Hannah (Boynton) Brown

Hannah E. (Boynton) Hanson (1835-1909) d/o Amy & Moses Boynton
Hannah E. (Boynton) Hanson was William Brown’s niece and step-daughter

Part of the Brown Family of Hollis – some moved to Amherst around 1818 and 1820
William Brown:  b 1792 [Hollis]; son of Abel Brown (1750-1834) & wife Olive; brother of Joel B. Brown (d. 
1878); d 1882 Amherst

m1 1818 April at Hollis, Hannah Boynton of Hollis as William Brown 3d of Hollis, no issue;
1818-1822: was cooper called Wm Brown “3d” when owned land w bldgs in SW part of Amherst 
1822-1877: owned Horace Greeley Birth Place in NE Amherst; occupied on life lease till death 
m2 1864 Oct at Manchester, Amy/Emma (Lawrence) widow of Moses Boynton late of Amherst

Hillsborough County NH Deed 437:226
Date of Agreement: 8 Aug   1877  Acknowledged & Recorded: 8 Aug 1877
Grantor: Hannah E. Hanson & Joseph F. Hanson her husband
Grantee: William Brown
Life Lease
Consideration: Deed to me of this date by William Brown & by agreement herein lease to Wm Brown for his 
Natural Life all my real estate in Amherst & Bedford this day deeded by Wm Brown.
Agreed: Hannah shall occupy the premises & support & care for Wm Brown in a kind & appropriate way, providing 
food, clothing, nursing & physician, lodging & everything necessary for his comfort & convenience during his life. 
She will pay all his funeral & burial expenses; She will pay the taxes & insurance, manage the farm in a prudent & 
husband-like manner. Wm Brown is to live in the house & family of the Hansons as he has done for several years 
past. This right will cease if she neglects or refuses to provide for Wm Brown. William Brown agreed. 
Signed: Hannah E. Hanson, Joseph F. Hanson, William Brown
Witness: David Cross, Nathaniel Flint
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm, 2014. Is 114 Horace Greeley Road.]

Hillsborough County NH Deed 435:365
Date of Deed: 8 Aug 1877Acknowledged & Recorded same date
Mortgage Deed
Grantor: Hannah E. Hanson of Amherst, NH
Grantee: Nathaniel Flint of Bedford, NH
Consideration: $1,000.00
Description:
All my real estate in Amherst & Bedford, the same this day deeded to me by William Brown of Amherst. This 
mortgage given subject to a life lease of said premises of this date to William Brown given by Hannah E. Hanson. 
Joseph F. Hanson, husband, relinquishes his right & title.
PROVIDED nevertheless that if Hannah E. Hanson pays Flint $1,000.00 & interest, then this deed void, otherwise 
in full force.
Signed: Hannah E. Hanson, Joseph F. Hanson
Witness: David Cross, Elijah H. Cotton
Mortgage Discharged 12 Nov 1887 by Wilton N. Flint adminr. of the estate of Nathaniel Flint. Discharge Recorded: 
15 Nov 1887

Hillsborough County NH Deed 435:364  (Note: ink very light and small neat handwriting)
Date of Deed: 8 Aug 1877Date Acknowledged & Recorded: 8 Aug 1877 
Grantor: William Brown
Grantee: Hannah E. [Boynton] Hanson
Consideration: $3,000.00 [see Life Lease 437:226 same date]
Description: Lots in Bedford and Amherst
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  One Lot bounded as follows: Beginning on the N side of the highway from Bedford to Amherst at the corner of 
Alpheus Well’s land
    N on Well’s land to a road from Well’s to Reuben Bugbee’s house
    by said last highway North to Rufus Parkhurst’s heirs land
    E by Parkhurst heirs wall to corner
    S by Parkhurst heirs wall to corner
    E by Parkhurst heirs to Simon Jenness land
    by Jenness to the First named highway
    by said highway to the Beginning
 Also – about 4 acres of land on the South Side of the Amherst Road
    bounded North by said road
    bounded S & E by Elijah Cotton’s land
    bounded W by Peter W. Jones’ land
Also a lot of land in Amherst 
    beginning West side of aforesaid road leading from Wells to E. Jones at corner of A.P. Brown’s land
    S on said road to J.F. Hanson’s land
    W by Hanson to Fuller
    by Fuller's to corner of wall
    W by Fuller to Silas Parkhurst
    N by Parkhurst to corner
    E by Parkhurst to A.P. Brown’s land to corner
    S by Brown
    E by A.P. Brown to Beginning.
Also – Lots of land described in deed Timothy Hartshorn to William Brown & Rufus Parkhurst 28 Mar 185(2) 
291:163 & in deed Rufus Parkhurst [of Bedford] to William Brown [of Amherst] 1 Mar 1850 337:329 [piece of 
woodland in northeasterly part of Amherst, is one half of same lot deed to Brown & Parkhurst by Raymond, Parker 
& Anderson, 5a, for $100]
Also – Lot described in deed Robert & Mary Hood to William Brown [of Nashua] 22 Jun 1838 204:314 [part of 
Hood's homestead farm on which now live with 47 rods on road from Moses Boynton to Solomon Prince, 
containing 7a and 80 rods, for $40]
Also – Lot described in deed [heirs of Timothy Hartshorn, including] Benj. G. Hartshorn & six others to Wm Brown
8 Jul 1869 393:369 [10a piece of meadowland in Amherst, on Bedford town line for $128]
Also – Lot described in deed William A. & Hannah Flint to Wm Brown [of Amherst, yeoman] 1 Aug 1853 337:330 
[piece of land in northeasterly part of Amherst, containing 9 acres and 41 rods, for $120]; 
Also – Lot described in deed Thomas & Betsey Shepard to Wm Brown 20 Dec 1845 234:253
Also all other land in Amherst & Bedford to which I have title.
Signed: William Brown
Witness: David Cross, Nathaniel Flint
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by jlsm, 2014. Includes 114 Horace Greeley Road.]
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1882 – 118 Boston Post Road in Village (George Kinson House):  
Edwin Burtt to support Luther & Lucinda Melendy

In Feb. 1882, Edwin R. Burtt (d. 13 Feb. 1884, aged 55; buried in Wilton) acquired 118 BPR along with 
most of the furnishings in exchange for a life lease for Luther & Lucinda (executed as a mortgage of 
equal value with the nominal sale price of $1600), promising to provide the aged couple a room with heat,
food, domestic wants, and nursing when sick. The mortgage was discharged by the Melendy estate's 
administrator, the conditions having been faithfully fulfilled, but Burtt didn't live long enough to really 
enjoy it. “The Luther Melendy place has been vacant since the death of E. R. Burtt,” reported the local 
newspaper, Farmers' Cabinet, on 9 July 1886. 

1882 Feb. 28 Deed (461:413): LUTHER MELENDY of Amherst conveyed to EDWIN R. BURTT of Amherst, for 
$1600, land & bldgs in Amherst, N.H. [abutter on south being George W. Fletcher].
With these premises I sell to Burtt all my articles of personal property in and about the premises, with exceptions 
noted on a schedule in hands of the parties.
Signed: Luther Melendy & wife Lucinda K. Melendy, who relinquished dower right. Witnessed: P. W. Dodge, Perley
Dodge (JP). Recorded: 1 March 1882.
[Deed abstracted by KH, April 2013. Is 118 BPR. However, see life lease executed between same parties on same 
date for same amount.]

1882 Feb. 28 Mortgage-cum-Life Lease (461:414): EDWIN R. BURTT of Amherst conveyed to LUTHER 
MELENDY of Amherst, for $1600, land with buildings in Amherst, N.H. [118 BPR].
Provided nevertheless if Edwin R. Burtt, his heirs and executors [etc.] shall at all times during the life of Luther 
Melendy and Lucinda K. Melendy his wife, and survivor of them, suitably maintain and support in the house on the 
premises and provide them, and the survivor of them, with all suitable food, drink and nursing when sick and all 
sustenance necessary and proper and in season, and permit them to have and occupy a room by themselves, or by 
oneself as the case may be, and furnish food and warmth for the room when necessary, and in all particulars take 
care of and provide for said domestic wants and necessities as aged people may require for their domestic comfort, 
then this deed shall be void; otherwise shall remain in full force.
Signed: Edwin R. Burtt. Witnessed: P. W. Dodge, Perley Dodge (JP). Recorded: 1 March 1882.
Margin note: 17 Feb 1886 Mortgage discharged for conditions having been faithfully fulfilled & all rights of Luther 
quitclaimed by Albert A. Rotch, Adm'r Estate Luther Melendy. Recorded in margin of 461:414 on 23 Feb. 1886.
[Deed transcribed/abstracted by KH, April 2013. Pertains to 118 BPR.] 

WHERE E. R. BURTT WAS BEFORE:
1880 Apr 20, The Farmers’ Cabinet: The Whip Shop Block, which has been converted into a double tenement 
house, is fast approaching completion. A tasty piazza has been added, which greatly improves its appearance, and 
the two tenements will be among the pleasantest and most convenient in the village, and are in good demand, there 
being hardly less than a dozen applicants. Mr. E.R. Burtt is to occupy the southerly tenement and Mrs. S. Grater 
the northerly one. 

Edwin Ruthven Burtt died 13 Feb. 1885, aged 55 years 4 months 3 days; buried Laurel Hill Cemetery, Wilton, N.H.
His son, Edwin Kimball Burtt (1850-1913, b. Milford, d. Amherst) is buried at Meadowview Cem., Amherst.
(Source for E K. Burtt is gravestone and other genealogical data entered by Jackie Marshall in findagrave.com.)

1886 July 9 FC: “The Luther Melendy place, which has been vacant since the death of E. R. Burtt, has been 
purchased of the heirs, by E. K. Burtt, and will doubtless soon be occupied again.” 
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